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ANTHROPOLOGY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER1

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2025

AT (dehfcie) — U us [

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/anthropology/paper-1/2025.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 10 questions

1. Smell as a signal among non-human primates. 10
TR-ATE UTeHed § Hohdeh ¥4 H 7Y

2. Osteodontokeratik culture and its makers. 10
ARSI Teepld 3R g8k fAaAfar

3. Theoretical significance of Purum kinship-system. 10
TEH ATAEN Tt &1 Hgli=deh Hewd

4. Culture and embodiment. 10
HERIA q&AT HAIAROT

5. Mendelian and non-Mendelian traits. 10
Hedllg qT iR-Heel g ad |

6. Evolutionary significance of menopause. 10
TG T Ifeehrdia He

7. Fission track dating method and its applications. 10
fade ¢ Frafeieor ufafar vd saeht su=fiar

8. Mitochondrial DNA and human evolution. 10
TFAROIIT SITAT qAT 7 gt |

9. Multispecies, Multi-sited and Critical Ethnography. 10
TSI, TG T AT T FoTTid q0

10. Foetal origin of adult diseases and contribution of David Barker. 10

T T 6l YOT AT qAT S et 1 ARTE

15-MARK QUESTIONS 12 questions
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Compare and contrast the symbolic approaches of Clifford Geertz and Victor Turner to
understand culture.

HERId ! GHE | FAIhIS T T faae? TR & Uldehicih gIeehlull <hl Tl qel 9e TE Hif |

Describe briefly the theoretical perspectives in linguistic anthropology to explain the
relationship of culture, language and thought.

HEPI, WTHT qT faaR & Hael ol THEA & {7 WIS AafaeTH & dgiiwies gRehIvN &l Haiy & qui SISy |

Critically examine the drawbacks in assuming culture as an 'integrated-closed’ system in
understanding of contemporary society.
G THIST Sl THSH H TR/ Bl T "Tehighd §G' WU o €9 H HI i BT bl FHIEATH ST1d HITTg |

Write a note on Mousterian tool tradition, Mousterian culture and its makers.

HEART ISR U, HEART HE&hid a7 38k Hatarstt 1 feuoft fafey |

Differentiate between pedigree and genealogical analyses. Discuss the history and

application of these methods in anthropological studies.
USRIt Qe SHTHSTTTST (o SeTSuTl o a1 3T=X TE HITTT | 3k ST qUT AT ST H chl SUAIRIAT el
[EEERLEAINIY

How political economy is integrated with ecological and adaptability perspectives in bio-
cultural anthropology?

Sa-TiEpTh JIaa | ASTITeh AAHTE Sl RIS Ta ATHARITAT & e Tehidhd [ohal STl & ?

"The agenda of biological anthropology became more scientific from the middle of the
twentieth century.” Justify.
"SIl Tl S WA 9 ARG A -1 ol el Afdes dafi-eh o it | gfe hiferg

Critically examine James Frazer's theory of evolutionism. Elucidate the place of religion
in modernity.

SR Tt o 3TgeTd o TEGI-d T THTIGHTaTeh RI&TUT hITSTY | STefiehdT & & o T &l TE HIfT |

Examine the utility of human remains in forensic analysis. Discuss the facial
reconstruction technique.

TRIeh faeeroor § 71 SIS bl IUTTRIAT 1 U1 HITTY | e YT Teheiten! bl faaemr g |

'Genome-wide Disease Association Studies (GWAS) advanced our understanding of health
and disease.' Discuss.

"S-t T Hae sTema (GWAS) W Ug I911 U gHRT THS fdeniad oed g1' faaesT Shifoig |

Critically discuss the centrality of the African continent in the narrative of human
evolution.

Ta 3fgehTa bl e | TRIEhT HETIT hl ehieddT hl TTelra-Teeh fdagT hIfaTT |

What are the major theories proposed in support of the origin of food production? How
the change in subsistence economy brought revolution during this period?

T IS i IcuTl o THe | yaiad v g a1 € ? 39 &ty & R Hafe sreferaee # uitadH 3 ford
TR Zhlf= o 4t off ?
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20-MARK QUESTIONS

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Discuss the Miocene hominoid remains and their significance in evolution.

Ifgertd | HeA I HIeil aHI158 AT TUT I7h Ha<d ol [dde=T hiforg

Anthropology provides a multidimensional understanding of human beings by bridging
the gap between science and humanities. Elucidate.

TaTIT T ARt <hl o< hi 31 i UTCa HIFaldRlT HIFG 3TEEH ohl S3ATITHT HHS UG T 6| TE HIfog

How the study of variation in forms of marriage led to rethinking on the concepts of

social reproduction, kinship and family?
faaTe & Ui # fOadr 3 STz 3 MRS YsiH, ATder! a7 URaR Sl SaLRuT &l & Uikd fomar ?

What are genetic markers ? Discuss their applications in understanding population
variation, disease association and forensics.

TR AT T BId & ? SteeeAt fHaar, A7 Hay AR BRI St Gre 7 I SR I == Shiforg

How anthropologists assess the nutritional status of a community? Discuss the
significance of intersectionality of ecology, culture, and social inequality in the study of
nutritional anthropology.

HaTSt el e < divor fRifd &1 qeaie S8 Fd § ? qwor A fae & sreae § ki@, deeia
AT HIHTISTR HHHTAT <l YTl & Heed ol fadeT SIforg |

How the theories of postmodernism are relevant in promoting social justice and

empowerment of marginalised communities?

IR ATERAT & FAGI ATHTTTen AT i SgraT o AR BT TR T THERI o ARITaraehiol H i Wil & ?
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