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HISTORY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER 1

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2015

3fae (dohfcder) — UT Tl |

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/history/paper-1/2015.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 5 questions

1. Give a brief account of the early medieval temple architecture of Kashmir. 10

IR <l TR TemehTei Al TATIdhT ol Giad [dawur ST |

2.  Why is Mamallapuram famous ? 10
HHETYH i ufag s ?

3. Mention the salient features of the polity of Vijayanagara Empire under 10
Krishnadevaraya.

FWCANY S T FASTTR G I AST-HaT & THE AT T Jeeld Iy |

4. What measures did Balban adopt to combat the Mongol menace ? 10
HTIeT GaX I HTHAT e o [eTQ deta = T hgH 3o1Y & ?

5. How does Tuzuk-i-Babri testify that Babar had been a cultured man ? 10
TIH-T-198 F &8 Y0 Bl & fob STk Teh T Afera o ?

15-MARK QUESTIONS 12 questions

6. How far can the ancient Indian Sruti literature be used as historical sources? 15
U YRS Jfdd Tife &l Vet |redl & € # fohdl HHT dh IUTRT fohaT ST Hehdl & ?

7. “Archaeology knows of no Aryans; only literature knows of Aryans.” Examine critically. 15

“URTAA-TA=TT AT ol Tél ST &; hddl dliecd &l AT bl T & |” THTAGHTEES G877 I |

8. Delineate the nature and impact of India's contact with Western Asia and the 15

Mediterranean world during the Mauryan period.
Hid St § Ut ORI Ud TeqamRig TER & 61 YR o GFeh ol Uehid Ud THTT &l $UET UFd hiolg |

9. “Not only does ancient Tamil literature furnish an accurate picture of widely disparate 15

classes; it also describes the social condition of Tamil country as it was.” Discuss.
“UTI qfiel Hifecd ATah fawHdTat aTel ail o = shad qeATeTeh [davuT Teqd Hidl &; a8 die ol § T JrTredh
AT T U JTefqul quis off ear € 17 fad==r g |
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10. Trace the role of guilds and trade organisations in the development of early Indian 15
economy.
U IR refegaen & fasra # Afvrat (Riegd) Td AmdTives WeH bl ARt ohl TURET UEId hifoy |

11. Kailasa temple built at Ellora marks the culmination of rock-cut architecture in India. 15
Elucidate.
TR 7 fAfHd demmr af YrRa # Aergd (Feh-ahe) aTehall el TSI T Tl & | ThRT STy |

12. Do the evidences of land ownership at our disposal support the theory of the prevalence 15
of feudalism in early medieval India ?
T &H IUA Y- oh H1ed YRTHSh Hedahiel= YRA H HTH~dTG o Jae ol 191 &l THe id & ?

13. Discuss in brief the land-revenue system and judicial administration of the Delhi 15
Sultanate.
fewet! Tead ol Y-TSTEd TUTTeH! T =ATTeh-ITEH el Hered fadeT Shifay |

14. Why should the sixteenth century be regarded as the period of Indian Renaissance ? 15
TicTgdl QTATeS! Sl YRATE GASTIIRUT &l hiel 1 AT Amiey ?

15. “Tantrism, if not in practice, at least on conceptual level challenged patriarchy.” Examine 15
Tantrism specially keeping in mind the above context.
“IATE o ARG ¥ & = Hel, FHH-Y-HH Hohed-TaTen T U dT 37aed & fuqas ol IAtat o off 17 Iudara dwasf &l
219 U § o | T gU d=a1g o IEor iy |

16. Will it not be correct to say that the rural economy in Mughal India was relatively self- 15
sufficient ?
T T g1 FHIAA Tal BR foh TPTAHTA WIRA H TTHIUT efeqaee stuetghd - off ?

17. Compare the Peshwas’ bureaucratic management with that of the Imperial Mughal 15
administration.
TRIET3T & ATASHRIGHT YL bl HTHTIT R Il UL o ATSRIAHA T TG F JoT iy |

20-MARK QUESTIONS 6 questions

18. The decline of Harappan civilization was caused by ecological degradation rather than 20
external invasion. Discuss.
TSUT HHT T Y UTRIEAeh ATt & RuT g3t = fob STel SAThHUT & HROT | fda=n i |

19. How far is it correct to say that changes in the post-Vedic economy gave birth to new 20
religious movements in India?
TE el el Ak Tal & [ TG HIet ol AL H U URAdH! 7 HRA | T 4TiHeh ARG bl ST T o7 ?

20. How could the local self-government under the Cholas adjust with their centralised 20

administrative structure ?
el ATHRT o AL TR WRATHA ITehl ddlhd TRATH(eh TIIT & T bl FTHT 3T Fehl ot ?
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21. “Sufis and medieval mystic saints failed to modify either the religious ideas and practices 20
or the outward structure of Islamic/Hindu societies to any appreciable extent.” Comment
for/against.

“FOhT Td HeAHTA (Eearal 9= SeaTeh / feeg THTST o eTiHeh [aaml 3R AR (WTSiT) Sl S&ar FHTS hl §rel
LT I fohdl Tt AT de FUTARA e | T8 T 17 vet/faust & <t hifaig |

22. Make an estimate of Rana Kumbha as a patron of literature and art. 20

ifecd Td Hall & TX&H o TG F A0 FHPIT Bl ATHAT Dol |

23. “In medieval Indian history Akbar was unique for his religio-political ideas and policies.” 20
Analyse this statement.

“TegepTel VRATY iaeTd H, 3Thay 370 YTiHG-TST deh bl g AIfdal & ShRuT STeald o7 1” 39 e &1 fIeaiwor
T |

50-MARK QUESTIONS 1 question

24. Identify the following places marked on the map supplied to you (on page 4) and write a 50
short note of about 30 words on each of them in your Question-cum-Answer Booklet.
Locational hints for each of the places marked on the map are given below seriatim :

AU &Y T AR (T8 4 W) W 3ifhd T ST T T8a Hifory AR 3T T-He-30e Y # 38 § Tds T
T 30 real bt Gfered fewuft feify | A W sifehd vde T & fot we-fyior deda waEr iU U g |
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