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HISTORY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER 1

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2018

3fae (dohfcder) — UT Tl |

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/history/paper-1/2018.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 6 questions

1. — Padmapurana 10
“ITAT qfag Wferd: RO GRGATTAT |

2. “The battles of Tarain and Chandawar laid the foundations of Turkish rule in India”. 10
Elaborate.

“TRA 3R AR T 12T 4 HRA H bl AT i fid @i &ff” | faearydess we SISy |

3. Discuss evidence on slavery provided by Ibn Batuta with special reference to female 10
slaves.

AR T8 & AL Ieere & e, 3o aqaT g <rE-Ve R U Mg Hreg i fagmm Fif |

4. Discuss the advancement made in Textile Technology under the Delhi Sultans. 10

foeel! el o Srei o Wenfiteht § g2 Iafd <l fad=r iy |

5. “Akbar wished to assert his strong belief in God, but his concept of the way God is to be 10
worshipped was independent of either orthodox Islam or Hinduism”. Comment.
“eneR $HR T AU g¢ TIsuTE il TTYdeh e ATaaT oT, T SR &l Gl fohd &3 F &l W19 38 TaY H ITehl HehedHT
FEY TTAM AT gt fergd © wasf oft 17 fewoft ISy |

6.  Discuss the literature written in Hindi in Mughal India. 10

el WRd #, fe=dt # for 71q wnfeer ot faaem g |

15-MARK QUESTIONS 11 questions

7. “Archaeological evidence does not give direct access to the possible social and political 15
dimensions of the decline of the Harappan civilization. What it does indicate very clearly
is that the Harappan culture underwent a gradual process of de-urbanization”?
Comment.
“QRIAE T TTeT TSV TAT & U o TRATTIT TSI 3R AT SATATHT T Tl uaT af T8 4o €1 9 I8 o 9ga
WE ¥ Y 1d A & foh 5T HEepfd fa--TEianeuT o shiten Tord & § T off1” <t shifaig |

8. Give an account of gana-sanghas (non-monarchical state systems)? Why did they decline? 15
T (RIS A5 qoTiera) & faawor uegd Hifiq | IehT U ford o gai o ?
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20-MARK QUESTIONS

18.

The concept of Shramanic religions, with particular reference to Buddhism, had their
roots in Upanisadic ideas. Discuss.

AT YT hl Hehe=T & qel, slg-oH o faaw Few H, Iufeadig fa=mi # &) faa=m Hiferg)

“Doubtless it was not a free state; it was any rate a state” (K A N Sastri). Reflect upon the
nature of local self government institutions in the Chola country.

“fIH3E U8 Ueh Tl TS 8l UT; -Shel UehRUT U Teh ST AT (6 T U QT <ell Q1 H S WLma genai
T UPld W T e S|

Discuss the experimentations with art and architecture during the Gupta-Vakataka
period.

TCAT-ATeRICHT el o AR H el HIX IRl Heell TR UR Tt Ty |

Critically analyze the changing nature of caste and gender relations during the early
medieval period.

SARIRIR e el AT o QR ST ol A SH-JET T T SGedl g3 Ui ol THAETHD [d2TH0T HhifoTy |

“An important feature of agriculture in Mughal India has been the large number of crops
raised by the peasants”. Illustrate by giving examples.
“TET RA H HY B Ueh Heaqul AT Fhami gRT 81 T&AT H et JITHT A7 | IGTET o gu, WE HIy |

Do you agree that convergence of political vacuum and impact of Islamicate culture and
polity in peninsular India has much to do with the growth of Vijayanagara kingdom?

T AT HEHd & foh TAGIURT WRA H ASTITdeh T 3R STATHIA HEhid AR AH-ATT T THTT [ISaR TT di
Hgfg T Teh T8 HRUT AT ?

What was the role of Sufi Folk literature in the diffusion of Islam in India in general and
in Deccan in particular.

I F9 & WA H 3R AR e H, T & et |, Gobl @iich Hiiecd bl ot fiee off ?

“The art of building was carried to highest degree of perfection under Shahjahan”.
[lustrate by giving architectural details of two of his most celebrated buildings.
““SESTal o STE a FIHTOT el Sl URTERTST chl JSAAH HGTT Tk f ST AT 9T | IEh! Faiereh JeATd SHRAl § o

3l o AT AR ad §U TE T HIfT |

“The Afghan invasions in the Eighteenth Century not only signified the military
irrelevance of the Mughal Empire but also hastened its decline”. Explain.

““18 df SraTeat H, SEIH HATHAVN = T AIHTST i Uik AUTHIRAT ! &l hadl ISR &l Tl [ohaT, diceh 3 Ta

! i gl o e o' | | I |

How did the early Indian historical tradition, as reflected in Itihasa-Purana, emerge?

What are the distinctive features of this genre?
AR TR YfdeTes TaR, ST foh a8 3fdera-groT 9 uidfafd €, fhd WeR Uehe g3 ot ? 39 dell & [afre
AT AT E ?
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50-MARK QUESTIONS

Do you agree with the popular view that Mauryas established a unitary and highly
centralized if not monolithic state system?

T 31T 39 Th-Uateld Hd O TgHd ¢ fob Hidl = Ife TehIeHe AT ot e, ar off TehTceh 3R ST hirgd ToT
TUTTT ShT ST 2t ot ?

What was the impact of trans-regional and trans-continental trade in the post Mauryan
period on social and cultural life of India?

IR HRF el H YeU-UTi 3R HETEU-URig SATIR T VR o AT 3R Tihidds stia- U= T THTd TeT &t ?

“The policy of creating heterogeneous nobility by Muhammad Tughluq started the
process of disintegration of Delhi Sultanate”. Explain.

“HEHHS qITeih g1 T srfiRant & fsfor & fifd 3 feeeht Teded & famue o1 wehn ureesy o fean o | s
HIT |

Describe the new architectural features added by successive Sultans in the construction
of Tombs in India.

R H, Fehadl o (AHT0T 7 SALeh{Teh Gl g1 Si1g T arehelcaTeh AWeT&Ull &l Ui hIfT |

Discuss the working of Zamindari System under the Mughal rulers. Also describe the role
played by the Zamindars in the agrarian economy of Mughal India.

HITCT QTEhT o eI STHIGTE ST bl Hrf-WuTTed! ol fada hIfSTq | T2 & {iTeT WA bl i Heeft sref-cxaer
H STt g1 fHarét it ffent w1 off auia Hifg |

20

20

20

20

20

1 question

24.

Identify the following places marked on the map supplied to you and write a short note
of about 30 words on each of them in your Question-cum-Answer Booklet. Locational
hints for each of the places marked on the map are given below seriatim.

ATIH &Y T A TR 3ifhd Ml I & TgaT hifolg Ud SO TH-9e-3t IIEdel # 399 9 T TR
T 30 real bt Gfered fewquft feifad | At W sifehd vde w & forg wm-fyior deha searar =i fg g
€ |
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