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HISTORY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER 1

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2019

3fae (dohfcder) — UT Tl |

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/history/paper-1/2019.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 5 questions

1. Discuss how Vijayanagar empire became the cultural capital of the south? 10

riterr ST foh fasTaR Amersy 3ferur o6t Hiddhideh g fohdl T S 1?

2. Examine the status of Sanskrit in Mughal India. 10
HITT-ShTeii HIRd & Heehd ol FRATd & qderor Hifsg|

3. Assess the rule of Zainul Abedin in Kashmir. 10
FHIHR H FAT-IA-HATGEH & UTEA BT TR Il |

4. The economic measures of Alauddin Khalji were aimed at greater political control. 10
Discuss.

-3 GeTsil o ATk JUTT SATeehaH ATHfceh (=101 & gfeeTd §1q 71T | faa== sy

5. Examine the European impact on Mughal paintings. 10
I Ferehell O G TTa ol T8707 Shifarg |

15-MARK QUESTIONS 12 questions

6. Do you agree that archaeological evidence often helps in the better understanding of 15

literary sources? Comment.

T Y 3H 7 J TEHd & foh QUdTTcdeh 16T UTd: Aifelddh Hidi ol Sgd? Tl # Faradl oed 82 eult S

7. The development of art and architecture during the Sunga period belies the belief that 15

they were anti-Buddhist. Discuss.
{7 Tt R el U aTE] 1 faenTd 39 &Ron o e fag &edm & o o stg-fagrelt & faaemn i)

8. The flourishing international trade during the Kushana period gave tremendous impetus 15

to the development of art. Discuss.
FHTUT-FIA g, ALY SATUR = Tl oh (AT i AA S UicHTe fedT| faa==r Hifvig |

9. Examine how the transformation of the Varna system from the Rigvedic to the Later- 15

Vedic period affected the position of women.
TE&TuT SIfoIY foh Srafee & ITR-dfe o ae auf awT & Surae + o &l fRIfd it fond yeer grefaa fomam
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10. Explain how Ashoka used religion as a tool of political aggrandizement? 15
SATEAT HITTY foh 37Tk = Fohd TR & ol JART XTiTeh AYGad oh IU0T o ¥4 H fohaT?

11. The discovery of monsoons by Hippalus gave a new direction to Indo-Roman trade 15
during the Satavahana period. Comment.
TRTITeTE GIRT HAGH ol WISt 5 WRAI-3H SATIR 3l FTddTe- Hied H U =15 [alll UaH | fewoft s

12. Delineate the state of agriculture during the Sultanate period. 15
T Il B W hl FTIT B AT I

13. Sufi and Bhakti thoughts ennobled Indian psyche amidst the vagaries of time. Elucidate. 15
Tl Td Hferd foaRl 3§ 9 & IaR-9¢d1 oh Hed YRATT AH &l Iaradl UgH | TE Hifg|

14. Internal strife and conflict beset with personal ambitions was enough of an invitation for 15
the Ghurids to invade India. Discuss.
AT Hele Ud Hod & foled e HecTehi el aTel MR TR SATHAUT T T i gated Faaor o1 | faaemr Hifsrmg)

15. The Mughals built like Titans and embellished like jewellers. Comment. 15
Tl A Sl bt a¥g (AATOT fohan e Sitefl sl aig steighd foan| fewuft Shifsig

16. Critically analyse whether the success of the Mughals is to be credited to their robust 15
Jagirdari and Mansabdari system.
AT [d2S0T ShITST foh T I ahl TOhaTdT ol 91T 3+Teh! TaTH SFTRGI qoT HHea! W o 0T o7?

17. Shivaji was not merely a military conqueror but also was an enlightened ruler. Discuss. 15
fRrarstt a7 @i fastar & =1l 9, AfUg Ue g amdes oft 9| fad==r HRrg)

20-MARK QUESTIONS 6 questions

18. Did the mastery over agriculture act as a leverage for the rise of Harappan towns and 20
cities? Discuss.
T FHIY-FAT0TAT = FSHT-FIelH dhed| Td R o IAT H I T i fond1? faaam T Sy

19. There are no literary sources for the Harappan culture and no archaeological evidence 20
for the Vedic period. Explain the phenomenon.
TSN LRI & U i Tifefre Hia &l € vd afee et & fow i g are &t €1 59 ae &t saren
HITT

20. Do you agree that the system of land grants from the Gupta-Vakataka period was 20
connected with the decentralisation of state in any way?
AT AT 3H A GEHd & foh [ed-aTehledh il & YA A HOTet fordll oft wep oy faahmiientor & wrafe oft?

21. Assess the statement that 'the philosophy of Shankaracharya revolutionised religious 20

thoughts in India'.
TH HUT BT TheT I (S ' e & gl 7 qRa & enfies fammdt § shifa e &'
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22. The emergence of early capitalism in the Mughal period was primarily due to 20
urbanisation and commercialisation. Comment.
HITCTehTel H SR YSTaTg i Igd H&Ad: FRIHIT Ud dTi0IsH 1T o hRUT garT| feuquft Shifsrg
23. Itwas as much the court intrigues as also the defiance of the provincial powers that 20
hastened the decline of the Mughals in the 18th century. Comment.
TOTa STET TS IaT & UTeii QTerardl ahl STaATT + 184t QTaTedt & T3Teil o Ua bl TraT Ua i | feoqutt S|
50-MARK QUESTIONS 1 question
24. Identify the following places marked on the map supplied to you and write a short note 50

of about 30 words on each of them. Locational hints for each of the places marked on the
map are given below seriatim: (1) Brick temple site; (2) Early Harappan site; (3) Ancient
seaport and trade centre; (4) Stone age site; (5) Neolithic site; (6) Archaeological site; (7)
Ancient capital city; (8) Ancient capital; (9) Harappan site; (10) Ancient inscriptions site;
(11) A Rock-cut cave site; (12) Ancient capital city; (13) Famous temple site; (14) Centre of
School of art; (15) Ancient inscriptional site; (16) Ancient education centre; (17) Pre-
Harappan site; (18) Chalcolithic period site; (19) Early inscriptional site; (20) Ancient
petroglyphs site.

ATah! U Mg " W sifend Fefoifad @i i dgam ISy Ud 398 8 Ui W aTHIT 30 Teal h giaed
feuoft feifag | i W sifehd Udies T & g ®Ie-eRor Hend AR 2T 10 €: (1) $e-Mia A =a; (2)
SRR EEHTeRTE Te; (3) U S=aTe Ud SR dheg; (4) UTHTUN-ehTet 1< e (5) FaUTSIuT-shleii €e; (6)
RIATceh TIe; (7) Ui ST FR; (8) Wi ASTerT; (9) F3wT-ahietl Ie; (10) T sifoiera wret; (11) T
<Ie-@OTd el Te; (12) WTEhH TSTEmT T (13) idg A wel; (14) sherl-Srell sy (15) W ioeradiy e,
(16) v frem Feg; (17) WTeh-egwarehTeti Te; (18) AreuTsTurgyii €ret; (19) sTersifierdia e; (20) W=
reTcehiol T |
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