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HISTORY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER II

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2015

sfaerd (dehfcde) — U oo 11

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/history/paper-2/2015.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 16 questions

1. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The Indigo Revolt 10
of 1859-60 holds a very significant place in our history of national liberation movement.
For the first time in the history of our anti-colonial struggle, its two independent
currents-spontaneous peasant resistance and constitutional agitation in defence of the
peasantry-came into mutual contact.”
FAfaEd duel 8 J T & @ 150 U3l § GHTATETES UIeT0T Shifrg: "1859-60 &1 Hid fdgis I8
T ST & 2R SfaeT # STid Wexaqul T TadT €1 gAR SufAasr-fadied du & sfoer & wdvem sgdt &
A IR~ FARd F WY Td Fueh! o TH H HaeTen g TR §rd § g 1"

2. (Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The Regulating Act 10
(1773), the Pitt's India Act (1784) and eventually the Charter Act of 1833 left the East India
Company as a mere shadow of its earlier political and economic power in India."
ffefeEd wemt § & Ul o1 @ 150 sl § FATEHTEHS O80T SHiferg: "Wefe Tae (1773), fue 2fean Tae
(1784) @ 3F=da: 1833 o ATEX Vare = ¥ SFeaT it ol WA H IHoh Ugcl ohl ASTH1Tcleh Ua HATFh QIfakd ol Tk
BT AT &7 feam &

3. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "Annexation of 10
Punjab was part of a broad north-west frontier policy set in motion after the exit of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh."
At et & & Tdes &1 o 150 Ted] § GHTETH URIET0T SHITST: "USTTe bl HHTHH, HERST 0TSt
& 1 g & U A 1 T8 Yeh AU JaR-Ui QT HiAid et ot T 2m ™

4. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The very idea of 10
the bomb and the secret society, and of propaganda through action and sacrifice were
imports from the West."
ffafad et & & Ude ol @ 150 eal § FHT TS TAeT0T hifely: "9/ Td T[ed aifd qor dishadr T
Ffeigr & ATew & YR & fam A, ufem & s gu an”

5. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "This retention of 10
Rowlatt legislation in the teeth of universal opposition is an affront to the nation. Its
repeal is necessary to appease national honour."
ffefeEd Fei | & Ui ol @ 150 sl H HATTEHTHS TA&T0T HifoTg: "Hes Asigd faiid o qrae(g deie
U ot 3TfEdcd B ST WGAT Y 6T YA ¢ TS TR bl FicaT o el ITehT FATG el Tasdah & 1"
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10.

11.

12.

"A powerful left-wing group developed in India in the late 1920s and 1930s, contributing
to the radicalization of national movement." Critically examine.

"qRadt 1920 Td 1930 o 3Rl H 9YRA H Teh Arferaerredt aredelt 7 faesf@a gar foram wgia Aidier & Hifes g
uRafda e i fem & e faam| " qHTeTETee TRIeTur HifsTg|

"James Mill, the apostle of utilitarian philosophy, proposed a revolution of Indian society
through the 'weapon of law' solely. But in actual policy framing, other influences and
considerations weighed much more than the colonial State." Elucidate.

"SI A, ITNATATETd! 38 & SRR UbReR, 3 YRATT HHTST i shifd HaeHTsl "I o AT o A § o &l
TdTa fordm| uiq areafaes Aifa-Fafeor 7, stufafie Tsa @ 91, 1= Uva Ud Si9-faar F@ A9 gt 1" We
Hig|

"Jawaharlal Nehru, though a declared socialist, was pragmatist enough to focus on
providing building blocks to the making of a new India." Examine.

"STATERAT 6 € , Teh ST FHISEG aid U oY, Teh Forel agrardl &l ave, U Fd1 HRd & Hfor & g wa=
TACTT-GUET ohi IUTH T TR T chivgd [haT|" THETUT HIfSTT|

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "France was even
more fertile than Britain in producing new socialist theories and movements, though
bore less concrete results in France than Britain."

frfaifad et § & Udeh &l AT 150 Teal H FATATEAToHS GOerur shifory: "faes ol goren § Whig 8 FHTsrarg!
gl Td sticiemt o 3ga & foy aTfiies Iusts of# o, 918 TR a6t gf® & 5o 6t gom & Wi § 371 1
el TR w e

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The multiple
contradictions that quickly undermined the new edifice, had been expressed even before
the meeting of the Estates General in France. The internal conflict among Estates had
manifested itself."

ffeifad et § | Udeh &l @t 150 sdl H FHTCEATHS TOeT0T hifoiy: "Thid H TETH S o gL &
Td & I 7e7 91a Y Y FHIR R aTel fafdy Siafdde 3 TR g € 9o 3 TRed & St Ju orua g &
TS U A"

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The whole episode
that is known as the July Revolution (1830) was fought and won not for the establishment
of an extreme democracy but to get rid of the aristocratic and clericalist attitude of the
restored Bourbons."

frfetEd Femt § & U & @ 150 U3l § GHTAETa TeT0T Shiferg: "Srs shitd (1830) & = & uidg
T FeHT YOI ST hl TITOHT 3 Ty 7 2iahe, TTUTrSd gal ol SITeeiTaania 3 uredargt Afvghd & gfad aH &
foIg @<t X Sftit 718 o1

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "Mazzini's
conception of Italian nationality was not exclusive and his dominant ideal was the
recreation of moral unity of mankind."

ffafEa wuet § § U & @R 150 sa) H§ THIGHTET Y8707 hiforg: RIS Sl geail dhl IgHar s
e SeshrRaTd! el off IR 3Tt YU Hael THE HIaSTId hl Afdeh TehdT el GATHTHT e &1 2ml”
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13.

14.

15.

16.

20-MARK QUESTIONS

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The Continental
Blockade was a misconceived idea of economically defeating Great Britain."
frfeifad et § & Udeh &l @t 150 Teal H HATC AT T8T0T Shifoly: "HeTglura ATehredl I foic ot i
G G QI FA BT U TTerd i faar an1”

"The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan were considered by the Russian Bloc as a
weapon against Russia in order to restrict her influence." Critically examine.

"h [agid Ua wiefel Wi ot 4t 42 3 St YT Sl Hd e & Y Ueh 8 & ¥ H A" GHICA TS
T HIT

"The oppressive exploitation of the working class in the wake of Industrial Revolution
had jolted the social conscience of England." Elucidate.

" SR il o TRUTHEEEY HgY 97 o GRAGRIY QTHUT = 1S ol JTHTIGI SaLd-T ol SThsii fedT 471" T
HINTT|

"The role of the Non-Alignment Movement in world affairs has suffered greatly due to the
theatre of internecine conflicts among the Third World countries who spearheaded it."
Elucidate.

"fasg AT § T[e FRU e AT bl Y[Rl T 93T JTHAT g3l &, ISTaent SR dredt gfan & g, fria 2d stidie
T A T o, 3 7o TREm e ga) 1 e 81" TE R

"Swami Dayananda's philosophy represents both elements of extremism and social
radicalism." Substantiate.

"ETHT @G ol 3 SAfdaTg e AHIiie STe URad-aTe, A dal it UfdfATee el &1 UHIO ity

"To characterize the Quit India Movement as 'Spontaneous Revolution' would be partial
interpretation, so also would be to look up at it as the culmination of Gandhian
Satyagraha movements." Elucidate.

"HRA BIET QI ! " Eaehd shifd' o €9 7 [T HeAT AlfUeh AT 2l I YR I TTefiaral FAmweg stiarei
& I fofg o ¥ H <@ off 1" T Fifeg)

"Under the forceful thrust of British colonialism, Indian economy was transformed into a
colonial one, the structure of which was determined by the requirements of Britain's fast
developing industrial economy." Examine.

"fafesr SufAaerare & uferasel! Wuiie & 37efie wRdiT sreferan & fufafle srefeaaeen & 0 H $UidoT & 74T,
fSraeht Tea foreet 1 ot faenfard 2l Tt Sitelifiieh STefeaweT i STasaerarall o gl Hiid g8 1" TIeTu Sy

"The Royal Indian Navy Revolt was seen as an event which marked the end of the British

rule almost as finally as Independence Day." Explain.
"I TRATT FIET o TIGIE &1 FeT Sl ST=iar TRATT sl [Gad Sl a6 ol [SeeT T8 ol FHI & &4 § [dfed
foparm | " T FRST

Analyze the nature of peasant movements during the nationalist phase and bring out
their shortcomings.
AT ST & SR G HATGIA! oh WIS Tl [AATT HITSTT AT ITehT AT Dl ISR ity
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

"Although the Government of India Act of 1935 replaced dyarchy with Provincial
Autonomy, the overriding powers of the Governor diluted the spirit of autonomy."
Elucidate.

"FEY 1935 & WRA HIHR ATAIH 7 GUATHT o T TR Ui Wraar ol Lfud for, Jomfd ek o ued
srferaTdt Lrferaa 3 TTERIAT hl STTHT ahl FHSIR o fedT| " IfaedR WE HIfU|

"The Berlin Congress (1878) failed to unlock the Eastern Question. Though there was no
major war in Europe for nearly three decades after the Treaty of Berlin, it contained the
seeds of many future wars." Critically evaluate.

"qfet T (1878) Ydl THET & dTel &l i H T el | FaTU dfet Gie o 91 e oI qehl doh 2T H
HIE T21 g el Iel AT, qATTY Wias § o8 ST a1t Igd-8 ggl o ool 39 Gfe 7 e 21" Ferett=-Tetes qedic
HITT|

"History of Africa appears to be simply an extension or mere sub-theme under the broad
headings of European and American history. According to this historiography, Africa
seems to be without any history before the European scramble." Elucidate.

" 3TSRIGRT T BTAETE ShaeT TS ZRIURT Td AT Siderd o Hic ¥ o Sfavd AR a1 shad 3U-UehiuT & &0 H fe@mg
AT 81 39 Sfderd dEH & AR, AU BI1-319<T & Ud 3Avhiel sfdera-fagi= udid adr 81" ¥e Shifsig|

How far is it correct to say that the First World War was fought essentially for the
preservation of the balance of power?
TE Fe-AT Fal ad el ¢ (o U [ gg sTasass €0 § 1fera-Hqe o 8707 & folg @rer 7/ o1?

"The failure of Kuomintang against the communist onslaught was unimaginable and it
was Mao Tse-tung whose tenacity and innovative approach had accomplished the
unthinkable." Discuss.

" TR AT hl HIRIAE & HITUT HATHAUT & HHeT ATGBA Ahed-1a ot 3R a8 Histt - & o1, Haeht gear sk
AT IURTH = =1 | T Fehel dTel! Foherdl SAfoid ahears ot 1" fad== S

"The UNO was created in the light of experience of the 'League of Nations', but in spite of
the mandate contained in the UNO constitution, its effective role in maintaining world
peace has lacked cohesiveness and collective approach.” Examine.

"R Y T (Jo Telo o) T FAHTUT "o 3Tk 19" o AJwd o Wenrer | foram 71T o1, i Hgard g |9 &
Hfaur 7 enfie rfader & arasyg, fasg «rifd Sl 1Y @A # 5! THTd! e H FESiehdl AR Arfad JURTH
TG TET 81" TAETT g

"The European Union, a diplomatic marvel, continues to grapple with intermittent
fissures arising out of economic contentious issues that pose a challenge to an effective
integration of the Union." Critically examine.

" H, Teh ASTHIdeh YR, o 3T fadTareds qei & Igd Seh-Seh e Ual B aTell SR Ug ehl el §
TR ST S &, ST H o YHTGLITe! YehiaheuT o felT g a1 g3l 81" SHTeIa-Tceh Ueor hifsig |
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