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HISTORY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER II

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2020

sfaerd (dehfcde) — U oo 11

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/history/paper-2/2020.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 16 questions
1. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "Maharaja Ranjit 10
Singh died in 1839. His death was the signal for an outburst of anarchy all over the
Punjab."

fAefefeEd Fwei # & U o @ 150 Uil § GHTEHTEHS U807 HIfSg: "HERTST 0TS (g ol g &
1839 7 g2 #ft| ITeh! g T USTTd o oIq sRTstend & faewie &l Hahd o1l

2. (Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "In the early 10
twentieth century, there came into existence a number of women's organisations, which
operated more actively in the public arena and focused more directly on women's
political and legal rights."
ffefeEd wemt § & Ul o1 @ 150 Ul § FATEHTES AeT0T SHIforg: " 20T STarest & Ui H el Tl
oA Al # Qg S & | Sga Afohaar & i o qem Suan e sifeies yeran & ot & werifaes an
FLAT Al IR B o 1

3. Planning was seen as a powerful instrument that could be used to remove regional 10
inequality. Examine.
TISHT T I TR SR o €9 7 <@ AT FoTeeh IUART & &5 SFTHATAT bl FHI [ohdT ST HehdT T | TIeT0T
HIT |

4. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The Trade Union 10
Movement in India not only supported the call for national struggle at critical junctures,
but also impacted its course and character in several ways."
i el & & Udeh &l @it 150 Seal H THTe TS JO8T0T Shifely: "HRd § ¢8 I ATGieH 4
Hewaqul USTdl UX 7 hdel ALY TUY & AT bl THE fohdl 93 A-ieh AT § o fawr qorr W&y &l +ft yeifaa
foram 1"

5. (Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "Based on his 10
discussion with Indian leaders, as well as his own perception, Lord Mountbatten soon
came to the conclusion that partition was the only practicable and feasible solution."

fafafaa Fuai 8 3 s &1 @ 150 U3 B GHTETES TRIeT0T hiforg: " WRdig Aarsi & 31u= ardiarg ar
U /A o HTYR W w18 Agvede ity 38 fsewe W uga foh fawrs & e samaetiies den geifad wwmem o 1"
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

"The Reorganisation of the States on the basis of language was a major aspect of national
consolidation and integration." Comment.

" TS SR U 3G 1 Yo AL FEEIehuT ool ehleheoT &l Yo Uee] o | fewoft ifsrg |

Do you feel that the Santhal Hool (rebellion) 1855-56, was the most effective tribal

movement in pre-1857 India?
T b AATTER YR H 1857 F Yd g3t 1855-56 ol AT §el ([Acle) Tl THIGRITEA STSTIdd A<l o ?

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "In the initial
stages, when Indian nationalism was immature, just sprouting, it found expression in
many liberal religio-reform movements."

el Sual § T YA o1 @R 150 <3 B THTA TS THeTor hiferg: "3 TRISTe 9ol B o YR
qFATE e o7 qoT Tfi-a1eft Spia AT & o1, 38 U ATHATHRT SFeh IaR YTfHE GUR STra- 9 UTed
Call

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The causes of the
French Revolution of 1789 included both long term and structural factors, as well as
more immediate events."

ffefeEd wet § J Ul o1 @ 150 U] § GATETES TAeT0T HIfoTg: "a 1789 i Whid & shif= & HRUN
T Srefentierer aUT SATTd RN & TATY-TTY dehlaiie geaty off enfiet off |

"The 1848 revolutions frightened the crowned heads of Europe and caused several to
abdicate. Those who remained were cognizant of the threats posed by liberalism,
nationalism and socialism." Comment.

"G 1848 i shlf~dl =1 AU ISTISAT hl HIfid o fem q1 376 F Feh ol UG BlS1 LT | ST 99 | 3¢ IQRATG,
AYATE, AT FHISATG, SI-1d Gaferat o 7 211" fewoft Hifg |

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The multitude of
newly independent countries came to be known as the 'Third World', belonging neither
to the First World of capitalist democracies, nor the Communist Second World."
FfetiEd et # & Ui o1 @ 150 sl H HHTTHTHS TAET0T Hifolg: =T TG §U a8l & SIged ! "
s & F0 § ST AT S A O v fasg o Yetardt diehat 9, SR A1 el g fas o ArerEnd) 39t & weia 91t

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "Industrial
Revolution had far reaching social and political consequences with the advent of
assembly line factories, urbanization and rise of the urban working class."
frfefEd Femt § & T &1 @i 150 U3l § GHTA G UeT0T ShifoTg: " ST die HRET!, STl
AT TG AR T o6 3T o HIY AN shifwd o GEIHI AT qT AT feh TRUMH gUI"

Discuss the circumstances leading to the French exit from Algeria in 1962.

3 uRFft &t faaemT SISy fSeh RoT T 1962 H Thid ol et AT Sie-T UsT T |

Critically examine whether it was true that after a century of dependency on Europeans,
Africans were ill prepared for the task of nation-building.

AT YA&I0T HIfTT ok o I8 g1 I aTT o Uep eraTed] des JATUET wR et & ot srvhrent Tg-fAwfor
& & felq wedl-wifd daR =18 & |
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15.

16.

20-MARK QUESTIONS

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The principles of
Enlightenment were in some ways a continuation of the discoveries and theories of the
Scientific Revolution."

frfeteEd Feml § & T o1 @i 150 U § THTAETE T8I0l Shifeg: "aTeH & [Hgd 38 YHR 9 dal-e
i~ I @rett T gl &1 fawar 91"

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The British were
slated to withdraw from Palestine in May 1948, and both sides prepared for that day.
Violence between Arabs and Jews, already endemic, escalated.”

e el & & Tdes 1 o 150 edl § GHTTETHe URI8T0T HifoTq: "HE 1948 H, i A fhefiadi= &
T & AT T, 3R 39 et & Forg QT wedl = damdt ot oft| sl qem agiedl & Hed S fdm 3k wigeh 8 1

"It was Dupleix who had first showed the way of intervening in disputes of the Indian

rulers and thereby acquiring political control over vast territories - a technique which
was later perfected by the English East India Company." Elaborate.

"G A Ugell IR WRAR T3 o AT faaral H ged&lu sl 7 UrEd ik faeqd T &5 W AstHifdes fHg=or
ITed TohaT 38 qahriien ol a1a # 3RIST S Sfusar sraet 3 FqurdT 3 |1 IuanT o | Sfaedr ame I |

In its political behaviour the Indian National Congress in its early career was never a
radical organisation, besides the founders of the Congress involved A.O. Hume in their
project. Do these facts verify that the Congress was founded as a 'Safety valve'? Explain.
U ARII BT | TSI TR i g[8 ¥ HRA AL BT T o Teh AT TRad-arg! e el 1T, |
& HTATUeRT F h{IH chl TG F T.3AT. §[H <l it AT fohdT o1 7T & g 38 o1d bl Y% ohed & fob shidrg ahi i
Ueh 'qReT aTed’ o €0 H I T2 off ? T iy |

For long, the Revolt of 1857, has been mistaken to be a mere mutiny of the Indian sepoys
in the Bengal army. However, its causes need to be searched for not only in the
dissatisfaction of the army, but in a long drawn process of fundamental social and
economic change that upset the peasant communities. Discuss.

1857 & fagie &1 Ueh T THY qh ST i ST o MR FHUTIRa o Ta WIS SRS STt Tl 36k RV &l Tt
e T o G-I o €U H &l 1 hech I 39 HAYd TSI AR 3A1fefen Ufkad= bl ot Ufshar # &l ST ey
o e Taardl st eI a T fade I |

Do you agree with the fact that the virtual failure of the Non-Cooperation Movement and
the gloom that descended on the nationalist scene, created conditions for revolutionary
activities? Discuss.

T AT 3H q24 T WeAd & 1oh JHEANT ATGIGH ohl U&7 JTHerdT qel ALATS! URGLT TR STt IGTHT F Shifwienret
Tfafafeat & ferg aRfexfaat e fmfor far ? faa=mr Rifeg |

"In the divided and contestable space of Indian politics, Gandhiji could claim for himself
a centrist position because he alienated neither and tactically combined the goal of the
moderates with the means of the extremists." Discuss.

" HRAH AT o fariora qen faargreag &t 3 witefisit s fol Tes Hegad [RAfd &1 arar & Weh it gl fohdt
T ST &l [hdT dicch Jiaaudeh AXHUTT! o 187 i TRAUTSAT o FreHl & Sirg feam| " fagemr Siferg |
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

"After Indian Independence India-China relations started on a high note, but during the
course of the coming years India had to face a bitter experience due to the Chinese
aggression." Elaborate.

" WA TAIAT o T, YRA-S 1 Gaee Sgd TRASTIT o 1 & §U, U] 3T dTel Iu1 # WIRA hi 11 HAThHEHAT &
FEd AT I HTHAT BT ULT | " HIAEIR AT HIfY |

"From Bismarck's 'Blood and Iron' speech and his forceful actions to achieve German
unification, Bismarck came to be known as the Iron Chancellor." Critically examine.

"{STTEh BT TR YT AN ST HTHUT T STHAT o Tehleh3UT H 3Heh gIRT ek 1T QIferaerett rat o foaqmeh: ol @i
Tiger (Iron Chancellor) & ¥4 § fawra & f&aT 1" THT@a-Tce UI&T0T Shifory |

"Lincoln's main thesis was that the Slavery issue had to be decided one way or the other
and could no longer be evaded by compromise.” Comment in the light of his role in the
American Civil War.

" feteret <hT R Tty oft fof erare & T o ot 7 fonelt wu 7 fofa e € qen 5 Tweidl gR siftres wHa
T T T8l Sl FehaT|" ST e g # feieht i offiiert & Taef # fewauft wega ifa |

A new configuration of power emerged in world politics after the end of the cold war.
Analyse how USA managed to become the sole superpower.

2T g, 1 AT & TITd fasg TSt § Geh A1Q Tferd TR 1 358 §AT | fasciwor SISy ok fohdt T e
ST SAHT (Z,UH.T.) TehATS HeTeiferd o T |

How did Stalin build on Lenin's legacy of Bolshevik Revolution and introduce new
elements of totalitarianism to transform USSR as a superpower?

TWITeld 7 [hg YR W= bl farTaa Siesifden shifed ol 3TN ST aUT A4IITaTg o AU a<d| ol Sigeh? difaad 99
(3,TH.TH.3R.) &l Teh Heleiferd &1 oz ?

"Napoleon was not a revolutionary but he solidified many of the revolutionary changes
0f 1789-1791 and he himself supported most of the ideas and proposals of Enlightenment

philosophers." Substantiate.
"I T Uk ShIThil Tal o1 UReq 38 1789 § 1791 o Wel §U SA-ahi hll~iahTel URadH1 ol Ggedl Uar
qAT IG W YaTy e o 3! (e qiT Tdral ot aae foram " fag fiferg |

Do you agree with the statement that the Second World War was history's most

destructive war? Elaborate.

FT Y 3H I T eAd & fob g faw gg 3faere o1 gad faedass gg o ? 9faedr ame HifS |
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