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HISTORY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER II

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2024

sfaerd (dehfcde) — U oo 11

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/history/paper-2/2024.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 16 questions

1. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "After the battle of 10
Plassey, the mercenary became the Kingmaker."
frfefEd wemt § & Ul o1 @ 150 U] § FATAETES TeT0T SHifeg: Tt 3 g & a18 IS & Gfes T
fFmfar s "

2.  (Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The values of 10
utilitarianism prompted the Company administration to attempt reform of Indian
society."
AR el & & gdeh 1 o 150 Ued) § GHTCTETcH TRIST0T HITSTy: "IUARIATETE o Hedl Al TLma
T RIS THTST H GIR & a9 o forg oRa fomar 1

3. (Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "In course of the 10
19th century, the agenda of social reform was gradually replaced by revivalism."
frfefeEd wemt § J e o1 @t 150 STl § HATaHTEHS Tequr Siforg: " 1997 Fdl & R, Aol gur Sl
HIE (TS) T efi-eff GrcraTe g waefoe feam a1

4. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The federal 10
provisions of the Government of India Act of 1935 foundered on the rock of princely
intransigence."
ffefeEd wet # & Ul o1 @ 150 Ul § FATEHTEHS TA8I0T HIfSg: " WRd §eeR Al 1935 & Heli
TG AT & HoR G F AHE & Y |

5. (Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The strength of the 10
Pakistan programme was its vagueness. It meant everything to everyone."
AR el & & Tdes &1 e 150 edl § GHTCTETH U707 hIToTq: " UTich & TSI ehl dlehd IHeAT
3TETE BT UT| IE | ATl o (1T T Fo o7 |"

6. Why did the demand for land reform never become an agenda in national politics after 10
19477 Elucidate.
1947 & 1< 7 GUTR I 1T AL TSt & H Toier =l T8l a1 ? TE HIT |

7. Twenty years of peace secured by the treaty of Salbai proved very costly to the Marathas 10
in strategic terms. Elucidate.

HAaTS i Al & Ferea ey o9 qu ol QMM ASTAT o eIy i & ufeller & 9gd A7l wifdd g2 | TE iy |
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20-MARK QUESTIONS

17.

India's developmental strategy after independence was influenced by economic
imperatives, not ideological considerations. Comment.

AT & 91¢ YR i [dhTdTedes Wt 3Tfeies stAartar & yurfaq off, 7 for duie e & | fewefi Hifsi |

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The ideas raised by
Enlightenment thinkers were profoundly unsettling and challenging to old regime society
and political order."

At el # & Udes &1 e 150 Uedl § GHTHTH TRIeT0T Shiforg: "Haie faement gRT 3o/ 713 faur
TRTAH X1 o AT QT ST TcTeh SAaET o o7 98¢ AR e aTel 3R AT gor o 1"

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The American Civil
War was a result of disparity of needs of industrial north and agrarian south.”

il et & & Udeh &l Tt 150 Tea) 5 THTe AT J48T0T Shifly: " STrRie! 6 gg SATeien 3ae aol
T 3feyur T SATaTRATST hl AFHAT T TROTH o7 |

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The unification of
Germany was as much a product of coal and iron as it was of blood and iron."
fmfifad et § | Udeh &l @t 150 edl H FHTC TS TOeT0T hifSTy: "STHAT T Tehlahau fSiaHT dhidet 3R
Wl ol IcUTG AT I ol Tk 3T g a1 off 1"

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The new regime in
China addressed the peasant question by instituting wholesale land redistribution, which
was carried out swiftly and ruthlessly."

frfetEd Femt § & T o1 @ 150 Uil § TATAE-TE TAeT0T Shiforg: "1 & 78 G o 98 TR W Y|
GATIARUT ShT TN ek Fehl o T bl Halferd forar, foreren! astt & aem SeeHt & fomar mar o |

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The revolutions of
1989 did not simply destroy governments; they also ended an ideology."
frftEd Femt § § Tl o1 @i 150 sl § TATara-TE Taeiur Shiforg: " 1989 & shif=idl = had ThRI &l
B TE el o, 381 o faameema ot oft areq ok 1"

The state was the most important factor in the industrialization of Russia. Comment.

T & SATENH0T H A5 T8 Hgayul &R o1 fewoft HifSig |

The nature of apartheid regime undermined South Africa’s claim of being a democratic

polity.
TEA-HG ATH i UpTd = SFaT0T HAhIRT & lehdil=Neh AT &l o & hl HASIR 6 1T |

How did Ho Chi Minh emerge as the central figure in the Vietnamese independence
movement ?

B 9t g T Tad=rar i & Swald Afad & 9 H hdl 3 ?

The pace of commercialisation of agriculture increased as a result of British revenue
policies in India. Critically examine.

R H fafesr worea i & werasy FHiY arforseiientor & fd 7 g g3 | STa-TH [deAwor iy |

History Paper II - 2024 - page 2 of 3 - free at swaadhigam.com

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

10

12 questions

20



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Why was the Great Revolt of 1857 confined only to North India? How did it change the
character of British rule in the subcontinent? Explain.

1857 &1 #e fagle a1 It WRd # & Hifid @1 ? Iunergd | fafesr amae &t wehla # g8 &8 ufvad @ ? smen
HINTT |

Political extremism in colonial India often converged with cultural nationalism, but not
always. Comment.

HafafRIe RA # TSI 3T TR Hitepides AgATE H SATVHE & 971 3, Ui=q AL el | fewquft g |

Regionalism in India after 1947 was occasioned by developmental imperatives as much
as linguistic particularism. Elucidate.

1947 & 91 YRA # &e1are ST &t faerarates stfRardarsti & Ufka o Ia=m & vmers fafredrare & «ff | we HIf9w |

The Swadeshi movement of 1905 anticipated many of the tactics that were later
developed during the Gandhian mass movement. Critically examine.

1905 & Tl Sare 3 & srd=ifadt 1 qafgaT & foran o o are # witefard S stearee & R fawfa
fora T | STTeraATEe faseryoT hife |

The trade union movement joined forces with the mainstream of nationalist politics to
strengthen each other in their struggle against colonial rule. Comment.

FHufafeen aa & fasg 37U Fud § Teh gER ol ASlgd A & foidl, 38 YA ATl ATl AT i HETeRT &
S8 T 9T feuquft I |

The course of the English industrialization was too long drawn to be considered a
revolution. Comment.

21U & HTWNHUT BT TTATHH, Shlf= e o [, T SAT1QT 8l vl Hafd o ferg o | fewgoft Sifsrg |

The social and political landscape of Europe after the first world war was uniquely suited
to the rise of Fascism. Discuss.

WA fa% g o 1G YA T AHISI qT IASHITAeh TR BIHTETE & 37 & [y fafre ®u & srgepet on| faa=mr
HINTT |

The second world war was a truly global conflict. Discuss.
fadta fasr gg areafdes afe da o | fade HINY |

Trace the different stages of European economic integration.

U HATfeeh YehleheuT o a9 RN oAl 3ifehd HIfT |

The emergence of two power blocs not only symbolised two competing ideologies but

also two alternative models of economic growth. Explain.
1 AR ATk ol 35d A hdd idgea! [AaTRUTRIST T Udiieh T, U] al dohicdeh 3TTeieh faehre ot UTed it o) e

To what extent underdevelopment in Latin America is caused by neo-imperialism?

e SRt 1 31 faehTd fohd &g deh FaETHTSyaTg o 0T AT ?
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