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HISTORY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER II

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2025

sfaerd (dehfcde) — U oo 11

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/history/paper-2/2025.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 16 questions

1. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The Sikh 10
monarchy was Napoleonic in the suddenness of its rise, the brilliancy of its success and
the completeness of its overthrow."
ffeifad et § & Ude ol @t 150 Seal H FHTA TS TAeT0T hifoTy: " 37U 35T hl AThIehdT, 3TUT
TEATTHT T THE qAT 7T T I Gurar 7 FE Tata= Auifera i wifa &m”

2.  Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The seeds of 10
domestic dissensions were thickly and deeply sown in the Maratha system under the
Peshwas."

et el & & U &l @t 150 Tea) H THTca-TeT T4eiuT shifery: " ULmamatt & STl wR1eT SFaeeT # 9va]
(3TT=eR) AANS! T SISTRIYUT ST =T 8T T8 &m| "

3.  Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "Bhagat Singh and 10
his comrades significantly expanded the meaning and scope of revolution, redefining it
beyond mere political upheaval to include social and ideological transformation.”
frfetad Femt § & T o1 @ 150 STl § TATaHTE T8I0l Shiforg: "wiTd 148 3R 37es |l 3 whifd &

Ie%T AR R I AT ¥ a1, I hdet Tatiideh IAT-GIA Toh G 1 W FIHTIoIh X d9TRRes Tfkad= o
AT 1 feam

4. Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The significant 10
feature of the Indian Councils Act of 1892 was the principle of election which it
introduced, though the word 'election’ was very carefully avoided in it."
frfefEd el § 8 ude o1 T 150 Ul § THTeEATE Te0r HIfsy: " 1892 & WRd uieg sifafgs &
HewdqUT faQdT gATd o Fagr=d ot for ) ga e foman ma o, gieiifes 39H 'gH1a" <1k 1 Y41 dgd dad=l & el
T any”

5. (Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The colonial rule 10
opened the Indian markets for British-manufactured goods and led to
'deindustrialization’ or destruction of indigenous handicraft industries."

Fafafad su § 9 U o1 9T 150 sal H AT =TS URIeTUT hifory: " sftufaafeies (e F Ra STeiii
I Fieie-HiHd Icd1al o foTT Wit feam ar Teell sxafied IgnT o ' faSeiienuT’ 3TedT famTTer ot AR Herd & feam|”
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11.

12.

13.

14.

"The movement for linguistic States generated deep apprehensions among the nationalist
elite. They feared it would lead to the Balkanization of India." Examine.

" TN IS oh TeTU STIGIe « ATATC! STATAET oh §id TaLl SIS UaT i | 3¢ S AT foh 3 WA ol faee
(STEH=1eRTUT) B SATQITI " T&T0T T |

"The emergence of Gandhi signified the Indianization of the national movement."
Analyze with reference to his early movements between 1917-1922.

"Titef} T ST ALA ST T TRAIHOT 471" 1917-1922 3 HeA U I7eh RN TGl o Twaf # faseroor
Hig|

Discuss the major initiatives taken by the Government of India for the removal of caste
injustice and inequality after 1947.
ST 31T U4 STEATAT i @ e o 1T 1947 & TSI WIRA TR GIRT I6TT 1Y THE HgHl bl faaaT iy

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The French
Revolution started and led to the victory in its first phase by the aristocracy.”

ffefeEd wemt § & U o1 @ 150 STl § HATEHTHS T80T Shiforg: TR shifd b &3Td g8 3R 39
T Y07 | HAHSTIA (el 3t i fasrd ured gs 1"

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "With the Reform
Act of 1832 began an activity in reconstructing legislation to which there had been no
parallel in British history."

fmfifad et § & Udeh ol @t 150 eal H FHTAEATHS TAeT0T hifeiy: "1832 & R sifafad & @iy tah
T faredt geaT ot sk <l [BATd gs forerent fafesr sfaera & g frara el fAerdt|”

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The First World
War did not produce just political consequences, it also had a deep impact on the ways of
thinking."

frfetEd Femt § & U 1 @i 150 U3 § THTAETE TeTuT Shiferg: "Jerm g 5 had Teriiae T4
& I el Ty, 38 Fiaw & qael OX i T8 T Srer|”

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "In the Soviet
Union, as also in China, there was a strong belief that anti-imperial movements in the
colonies would result in their moving into the socialist orbit.”
ffatad Femt § & Ul 1 @ 150 U3l § GHTAETEE TAequr ifeg: "aifagd 99 & qo1 - 7 o, T8 38
fasgrer o o Iufast # =t @ Frorsa-fadelt SArGeri 1 aRums 3 3Rif & FHTSTErdt @H | 1A & & U H g

Critically examine the following statements in about 150 words each: "The pre-Marxian
socialist thinkers envisioned socialist societies without fully considering the practical
mechanisms for achieving or maintaining them."

i et § & Udeh &l AT 150 Teal H HATA AT JeTuT Shifory: "Aied-gd SHTeTare) faaal 3
THTSTATE! THTST ol BT, Ive YT el AT T1T TE o TR a1 U I3 a¥e faar foy fomm & 1™

Did new imperialism represent a continuation of old colonial practices or did it mark a
fundamental shift in global power structure? Discuss critically.

FT TI-HHTHATE Y SHATufafe qlient sl fRaedn o1 a1 g8 afes afdd S # Ues Hifeiss qikad= o dahde o1?
SICISEICEACEREICAIEIY]
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15.

16.

20-MARK QUESTIONS

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

"Anti-clericalism of the Enlightenment echoed the sentiments of the Renaissance and the
Reformation. Yet it neither endorsed the paganism of the Renaissance nor did it share the
faith of Reformation." Discuss.

"TETE % UTE-5r fakte § GASTHIRUT qT GURATE i HIGHTS Uideatid gg | fe ot 38 7 TAsTRoT & fauwarg
(FTaTe) w1 gae forar 3R 7 & gurarg & faure i e e faaemn fifs)

Examine the impact of the links between scientific education and industrial expansion on

German society in the early 20th century.
20 TSt & U | STHT GHTST TR a1 fRuem a2 Stafiies fawar o dte deel o UTa ol qderor i |

Do you agree that the idea of permanent fixation of land revenue of 1793 in Bengal was
highly influenced by the Physiocratic school of thinking? Discuss.

T 37T Tewd & o dmer H 1793 H o-21orea 3 Tt fufzor 6t sraemon w yehfaardt fgrea forarem & ey
o7? fadgar HifSul

"The tug of war between the two principles of freedom and control of the press made its
influence felt on the colonial rulers' attitude to the press.” Discuss.

"I ol T QT HE=I0T, 3 A HgIdl o a1d Giadi ol TTd AaHaiRIeh AT 3 UE & Ul 3 @d &
Hegd eidr 81" fad== Sifsrg)

"During the Carnatic Wars, the French position, which at one time dazzled the Indian
world by its political successes, was destined to end in humiliation and failure." Explain.
"l ggl & R, ! fRfd e ve awa urRdiE fasg a6t stuet TstHifdes aeerdrat & afed o faar o,
IR A FYAA AR fAwerdr & g1 a2 &11" AT iy

Why has the 'safety valve theory' related to the foundation of the Indian National
Congress been thoroughly discredited by recent researchers? Analyze.

WA LT I T LU § Fr(=d G ared g’ ol gt o e iall gl I a¥e § &didha ol o fadn
T £ fasctwor iy

"The tensions between cultural revivalism and modernization shaped the trajectory of
the socio-religious reform movements in 19th century India." Discuss.

"Il ST 3R SMefhIauT & e a-1a 4 19 Tt o WRa & ATIforeh-41ifer JuR sT<iel b e &t
TR e faaem S|

In what ways did the tribal and peasant uprisings of the 19th century contribute to the
rise and growth of nationalism in India? Examine.
1970 Tt & SHSIIATT T Fuh fagrel F YR | TFATE & 37 U4 faehra # o YerR ARTe feam? udteror :ifsg)

"Nationalism in the 19th century was a driving force for both integration and
disintegration." Illustrate with examples from Europe and other parts of the world.

" 193 T § AgATE TehiaeuT 3R farered 1 o forg Iven ifera om0 3R g o 37 3271 & ISTeR07 aahY
REEIEY
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

"The American Revolution was, in many respects, a manifestation of the Enlightenment
in political, civil and ecclesiastical spheres." Explain.

" SRR Hifd, g HIFHT H, ST, AT qe a1 &3 H are= sl sifweafad " e i |

"By the time of 1932 elections, Germany's ruling classes began to feel that the only way to
escape from a deep economic crisis was to hand over political power to a totalitarian
agency." Explain.

"1932 & AT qdh, STHHT o T T 6l U6 HegH Bl @1 T foh e Tk Hehe & Heher T TehATS I I8 &
o5 TSTifcier T ! Uoh S araTdl T a1 | fedm ST | ST iy |

Discuss critically the salient features of Mikhail Gorbachev's domestic reforms.

AraTget Mafaa o uve] Gurl 1 T faRivaret 1 srara-iare faae- Hifsg

Why did the non-communist Vietnamese leaders fail to provide successful leadership for
Indo-China's anti-colonial struggle? Discuss.

e & R-ArETe) AT, - 3 IuHasETe-fae HoY ®f 6 qd Ua & § R 0% 62 e
I

To what extent did the concept of free trade of European Economic Community
contribute to the formation of European Union? Examine.

U ATFeh T % o TR el STLTROT = R && aeh U € o 0T & Trar fear? adieror Sty
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