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LAW (OPTIONAL) — PAPERI

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2025

fafer (Aofs) —uwuz I

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/law/paper-1/2025.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 10 questions

1. Where does the Constitution of India vest executive power with respect to subject- 10
matters in the Concurrent List over which both the Union and States have legislative
powers ? Explain.
G Gl & TY favar-awq, foF R d AR T GA1 & urd fafd 1 <t <rferd 8, 981 WA ol Hide swrutfeie
qrferet ferad M &heaT & ? e i |

2. "Itis often said that the decision of the Supreme Court in L. Chandra Kumar Vs. Union of 10
India (1997) has defeated the very raison d'etre of establishing administrative tribunals
in India." Discuss.
“Jg YT gl ST & foh I ATy = U, T35 $HR S 9Rd 99 (1997) & Fuia & uemafes =amamfeeior s
TITOAT & oI 6T 31 (aTafaes SRoi) @t e & fean 81" fa=mn fifSia |

3. Critically examine, with the help of decided cases, the power of the President to consult 10
the Supreme Court.
ISAdH e § U @ < gt & arfer @ FRoffa ardl it Terrar & SaraHTe Taetr i |

4. If Article 21 confers on a person the right to live a dignified life, does it also include a 10
right not to live ? Examine the Constitutional Provisions with the help of decided case
laws.
Ife agee 21, At i TRARE Siia- St T AR TaT T €, 1 o T8 Siiad Tel W& o1 AR off
fefera ear & ? |ifauTe Jusl ol udetor faf ol aral & Terar & HIg |

5. "The doctrine of Separation of Powers in its classical structural form is not followed in 10
any country.” Critically evaluate this statement with reasons.
“QTfera-goIarRYuT T fgid 30 98 Wey (31 o ¥9) § forelt oft S § AR &1 81" 39 e & SRUl ded
AT Hedieh HITTT |

6. Is anticipatory and pre-emptive use of force for self-defence permissible under Article 51 10
of the UN Charter ? Discuss.
T AR o Y qataT-a 3R qd-URa a1 o1 IURT Hga Y o a1 & AJws 51 & Aaid AR ¢ ? faa=mr
T |
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10.

15-MARK QUESTIONS

11.

12.

13.

14.

"The General Assembly of the United Nations cannot be called World Parliament.” In this
context, critically analyse the limitations on the General Assembly.

“TYR AY hl HETHHT I [a% TOG &l el ST Tehl 81" 30 T |, HETEaHT hl HIHTSAT T ATl fasetor
HIT |

Discuss the different theories of State Succession and the rights and duties arising out of
the State Succession.

T ITAER & faf e fAgial 3k To0 STAER A I 819 aTel STfAHRI 37R Sdadl ohl faaemT hIfST |

How does the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court define "Crime against

Humanity" ? Explain.
SRS ORI AT Sl AH FIATY " AT o [dog, UL Tl ohdl TRHINT it ¢ ? THSSU |

What is 'Contiguous Zone' ? Discuss the Indian position on this subject.

afafa &= (Fiferaa 99)" w1 R 2 30 v w wRa i fR&fa $i e fif |

"It was claimed in the Constituent Assembly that the Constitution of India has in fact, laid
down a very 'facile’ procedure for the amendment of the Constitution." Do you think the
Doctrine of Basic Structure significantly limits the amending power under Article 368 ?
Elucidate.

“HiqeT T H g e fohaln 77 foh VR & |iduT #, ara § Hidu Qe o folg U agd & "gua' uishan
Freffia &t 72 &1 1 ATUR! T & fob 7 efa T gl Seeq 368 o FAwaiid HLle Ifdrd & Il &g aeh HitHd
FA1 & ? et i |

"The Directive Principles of State Policy are fundamental in the governance of the
country, and it shall be the duty of the State to apply these Principles in making laws."
Mlustrate the legislations, which have been enacted for the implementation of Directive
Principles.

“YTSY i T o ST e o0 o AT H JAYT & AR [T S H 3 el bl AN el A58 I el & 1" FHeh
el ol @] e | o faferat e srfafaafag fomar ma €, et Jareeor g |

Examine the provisions under the Indian Constitution that authorize the Parliament to
legislate on the subject-matters of the State List of the Seventh Schedule.

WA AU & SF=aid 3 IuET 1 URIeT0T ST, ST TG hl Aiad! AT ol A5 Gell o fawg-aeq w2 fafyr
M & forg arfdrra #ea €1

"It is significant that the State shall secure the operation of legal system to promote justice
on the basis of equal opportunity." Examine the provisions under the Constitution and
Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.

“Ig HewdqUl & foh TS & GEATHA BT o fafeer T 38 TR M e foh T a8 & ATYR T A0 GaA9 & 1"
Sfaem 3R faferes Tar urfaeeor sifafem, 1987 & =i Iuadl sl UAeToT Ity |
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

20-MARK QUESTIONS

What are the significant changes introduced by the Constitution (Forty-fourth
Amendment) Act, 1978 to emergency provisions contained in Part XVIII of the
Constitution of India ? Are they efficacious enough to prevent the possible abuse of
power under Article 352 of the Constitution ? Elaborate.

Tfaer & (Fareltad Hee) Afafam, 1978 gRT vRd & dfag o Wt XVIII § Sfffad srdidere= g 3§
-4 Heaqut e Y 71q § ? 3R 3 WU % Agess 352 & Fiid ST GEUanT i ek & oIy wated € 2
faear 9 9wz |

"Lokpal and Lokayukta have roots in Indian governance culture." Explain, how the
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 ensures transparency and accountability in public
governance, both within and outside India.

ANRUTE 3R BRI hi =1d TRATT AT hl GEHId § §1" SATEAT ST foh diehure 3R dlhrgad Afafa,
2013, e T B URERIAT 3R ST, YR 3R 9YRA & STe2 &l 8 GATad 6l e gl

What is innocent passage on the Law of the Sea ? Examine the Indian position on this
matter.

T fafe 7 e wnf o & 2 39 fawar & v fefa &1 gderor il |

Examine the principles of acquisition of territorial sovereignty by newly emerged states.
TY-IH AT GIRT &5 AHHCT S 3751 o FAGIal b1 TA&I0T HITTg |

Explain the principles of 'most favoured nation' and 'national treatment' in the
International Trade Law. Is it permissible for a WTO member state to impose different
rates of (reciprocal) tariffs on other member states of WTO ? Can a member state affected
by the higher tariffs file a complaint with the Dispute Settlement Body of the WTO ?
Discuss.

ARSI TR fafet & srfa "Faffde qgdier Mg’ 3R TS IuAR' & FAgidl sl AT hifolT | o T fae IR
TG & T T & foly s AR Hiree & =7 e Toal W faf9a (ufd yaret) Seeh i STe-37eli af d] el
HIAT ¢ ? T I Yoo J UHITAd Fa TF I TUR Gi1e & fIa1g GHTem Hire o | f{Ied ast e 9ehdl &
? faa=mr fifsiT |

Discuss the right of the State parties to formulate reservations to a treaty under the
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969. What are the legal effects of such
reservations ? Explain.

Tt o S TR faaeT HasH, 1969 o SF=aid fhdl! le U ARET0T H AT U&ThRI o ATIHRI I [ada=T ity |
3 UHR & AREIUT o fafdies aRoms o € 2 e Sifay |

Discuss the different types of 'Asylum' and make a distinction between Territorial and
Extraterritorial Asylum.

Tofv veR & "amerg (AROT)' <hi faa=mT SHITSTT 31T UTefieh 371 Tl WTeiLich TR (QR0T) & HeA [a¥g hifoly |

The simplest and most utilized mode of settlement of international dispute is
negotiations, which does not involve a third party, unlike mediation. Discuss which of
these modes is best suited for settlement of international disputes.

FaUETT faaral o Fuer & Jad Te R Faifei Werd adie ardi ¢, ST 7eaedl o faudid, fordt dier ueredr &t
Ffthferd T8l e € | 37 qdiehl § & hi-a1 Sraeisi et & fder & forg sam 8, e S |
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

What are the powers, privileges and immunities of Houses of Parliament in India ? Do
they have the power to expel any of their members for breach of privileges ? If so, are
such expulsions subject to judicial review ? Discuss.

A H TG & Tl bl Tferad!, FAAWTER 3R Ijfaad! 31 € ? 1 [ARIWEehR & Iecad § I+ 370+ 9ewl ol
fserfd e &t aifera & 2 afe TaT €, ot o/ U8 Fsshrae =anfies Afdettn & et € 2 fad=m Sifsg |

"In any democratic society, judicial review of administrative action is the soul of the
system. Without it, democracy, and rule of law cannot be maintained." Explain with
example.

“forelt ot Aichaif=ren THTST |, URMHH wrdara! 1 =T G, ATEIT Sl AT & | 39 o1 clteha st aot fafer
T QT TATY Tl TET ST el & 1" ITER0T Hied TSNS |

Examine the power of the Governor to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of
punishment, or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of
any offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State
extends.

TSI i I fawa Ur 39 W54 i srduTierent QMfad ol fawa &, fonelt fafer & fawg forelt staery & forg fagaw
BT Y fohelt AR o <US ol &THT, IHHT UldetaH, TR a1 aReR e ot s1erar gueresr # feted, uRer a1 egeeor
&1 Q1feRT T T&ur BT |

There may be various reasons for the failure of the Security Council of United Nations in
maintaining international peace and order. One of the main reasons is its composition
and imbalanced power dynamics. Critically analyse.

FRIGT Lifcr 3R HELAT F1Y T o TeTq Grer TRug hi ATl o ek HRUT &l Hehd & | SHBT Ueh Y@ IR
THHT 76 X STl LAferd Tehl & | ATAITHS fa iy SHIfTg |

Examine the definition, meaning of 'Nationality' and modes of acquisition of nationality.
Also, make a distinction between Nationality and Citizenship.

'IAETTAT T TR, 37ef 3R ST bl STl ThU ST o dAIehi ol YARTUT ShITTT | ISIAAT SR ARTIEhRdT o HeT
fasg i ST |

Critically examine the International Law relating to development and use of nuclear
weapons with special focus on the Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW),
2017.

TEHTO] BT o iy TR EY (& O 3se) 2017 W AL e dhivsd ed §U URHTY] BRI o faeere iR 3uanT
T GaTed ARSI fafe o1 STera-TcaTe IieTor shifely |
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