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POLITICAL SCIENCE & IR (OPTIONAL) — PAPER 1

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2021

SHITT foet U4 SiaRfgig ey (dehfeded) — T U |

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/political-science/paper-1/2021.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 10 questions

1. Feminist critique of the State 10
Y T AT SATATAT

2. Tools of legitimation of the State 10
T T Il o IUHIIT

3. Affirmative action 10
RIS HIdaTer

4. J.S.Mill's ideas on women suffrage 10
HigdT AATERR T So Tdo fid & faar

5. Equality of outcome as a political idea 10
STt faamR o ¥4 R Sl FamdaT

6. Mention the founding principles that define India's Constitution. 10

HRATT T &bt TR R Tt I TGl aht Ifewiiedd shifoig |

7. "The Constitution of India is a product of a historical process, rich with constitutional 10
antecedents." Comment.

" IRA T TfeT Teh Yfaeriaes fshar &1 afons 8, St Taenfe gt & ggg 1" fewoft Hifsmg)

8. Underline the significance of the first constitutional amendment. 10

T YT WY & He<d i W@ifehd HIfTT|

9. "The Constitution makers faced the great task of forging a common national identity in 10
the face of unparalleled social and cultural diversity in India." Comment.
"wfayr fmfarel @ vRa # sifgdia T iR Tikgiae fafaudr & Twer Teane WER ST o wfid dRe o
FTETHRUT 1 AT vl fewoft Sifsrg

10. Analyze the Marxist perspective of the nature of Indian National Movement. 10
TRANT TSR TG Sl Uepfdl o ATaRIaTel ufidie &t fagemn Rl

15-MARK QUESTIONS 12 questions
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Can there be universal conception of human rights? Give your arguments.

T AT AURRI ot Ardfifiies ST & Tehd! 87 3707 deh oy

"When a nation becomes devoid of arts and learning, it invites poverty." (Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan). In the light of this statement, assess the role of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan as a
reformer in modern India.

" Teh Y Thell 3R e g €1 S &, a7 g8 Fedaarn o smaf=a sear 81" (TR 99¢ 3Tede @) | 39 SeF &
Faw H U ATYHE YR & FURe & T H T UG HEAS T &l YfHeAl T Hed i o] |

Examine the importance of behavioural approach in political theory. What led to its
decline?

TSTifdes g H SagRard! SUNTH o Hewd a1 TS0 ShifoTT | FEehT Ta hdl gatT?

"Political ideology is primarily concerned with the allocation and utilization of power."

Comment.
"SI TaaRYRT HEa: < & e 3R IuANT | gwid 81" fewf Hifrg)

Do you think that despite having significant limitations the Panchayati Raj Institutions
have strengthened the process of democratic decentralization? Give your views.

T 31T faR # weeaqut Hmmsi 3 garrq ot darerdt o1 Tensit ¥ cedities fadhdienior i ufohar i Jgg fmar &2
3 Td Yehe il

Do you think that there has been a gradual shift in the basis on which the demands for
the creation of new States have been raised in different regions of India? Explain.

T AU fa=R 7 R o fafva &0 # {5 AR R =7 Asai o M7 6t 40T Io1E 72 8, ITH gehif qRad- gt
82 T ST

"Free and fair deliberation is key to the foundation of democracy." Explain.
"Tad Ud fsgey fomsf eerds i Fia & el 81" e S|

The role of the President of India becomes more significant during a minority
government and a coalition government. Explain.

HYHT TIHR AR TGS TIHR & THY YR % AFUT bl Y{HehT Afdeh Hewaqul & STl &1 SR STyl

What explains India's modest improvements in social development outcomes even as the
rate of growth has accelerated since the initiation of economic reforms?
aTfefer Qe <t Uge 9, faerd @ & wifdglg 8 & ward oft, YRd & ariiores faeer aRomsi # s sifies gam 1
gfauTied et 872

Marx's concept of 'alienation’ is an essential part of the reality in capitalism. Explain.
HIGR & "SRG’ I AR YSTATG o aTATdehdl &l Ueh ATaTd 9T & | AT SHifog |

Explain how caste as a social category is also becoming a political category in the
democratic politics of India.

AT HIY foh HRA T Alehdisich TSI H el Toh AT hife o 9 7 STid ff Toh Isiides dife § aRafdd &
W2
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22.

Examine the evolution of the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of India as a 15

constitutional court.
Teh YT AT & €9 H YR & Jared <ATATAd i STARTRAT & AT o1 ueiequr Shifery|

20-MARK QUESTIONS 6 questions

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Explain the Aristotelian view of politics. To what extent do you think it has contributed to 20
the development of modern-day constitutional democracies?

TSI o SATEATET GRHTUT ! AR T | 37U fa=R H 3H SAYfeh AT dicha=ll o faeerd H fohg dimn as
e fean €?

How has Rawls enriched the idea of justice in liberalism? 20
e 7 IqRATE # = & faaR &l d Twg foman 872

Do you think that the Buddhist traditions have lent greater ethical foundation to the 20
ancient Indian political thought? Give your arguments.

T 3 faaR & §ig LRI J Ui YR ASTHiTdes fia ol 3Tfees Afdeh SMUR wer foham 872 31U+ deh SifTT|

"The Indian party system is shaped by a complex interaction of the country's federal 20
structure, electoral system and social cleavages." Explain.

" WA Sl ST, 30 hl HE HIEHT, TG YTt U ArHTiotens fasal ot stfeet siaeerar & Fefua aidt 81"
[EEEELEAIEI]

"Constitutionally reconciling the Fundamental Rights with the Directive Principles of 20
State Policy has led to frequent amendments of the Constitution and judicial

interventions.”" Comment.

"4 o Hifa-FaLe gl o J1 Hifeles ATHRT o HaeTHes U I QHT TG e & [0l Hige™ 7

T 37 T §LAad i 3TaegehdT ust|" fewqut Fhifsru|

"The success of electoral democracy can partly be attributed to the status and role of the 20
Election Commission of India." Explain.

"GATAT WA bl Tl T 9T ARk $U T HRA & IAT1G AN i R R sgftent 1 g S Ferar &1 =amen
EAISIY
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