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POLITICAL SCIENCE & IR (OPTIONAL) — PAPER 1

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2025

SHITT foet U4 SiaRfgig ey (dehfeded) — T U |

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/political-science/paper-1/2025.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 10 questions

1. Explain briefly the elite theory of democracy. 10
Ak o AW fgid o Faiu § gHensy |

2.  Write a note on the relation between equality and liberty from the multi-cultural 10
perspective.

TG-Sk TRYET H FHIAT T ISRATE o HeA Ty TR ool fifey |

3. Explain the Macpherson's view on power. 10
QIfeRd TR AFHH & PRI ! THIATY
4. Mention the difference between Italian and German brands of facism. 10

ZATeTdT 3T STH §iS o TG & S 37X T Ieeidd hifory |

5. Explain briefly the role of Peasant Movements after 1857 and before independence. 10
1857 % UsITd 3R TdIAT & Ugal o [T tiaie| ot diered & awasd |

6. Explain the Philosophical approach to the study of Political theory. 10
TSI TG o 3Teaa & i SUTTH &l THEEY |

7. Write a note on the Dalit perspective of Indian National Movement. 10

VR TSR AT o aletd aRyed TR fewuft [ty |

8. Land reforms programmes led to some constitutional amendments. Comment. 10

A GYR FIHAT & HROT Fo dauTHe dene gu | fewoft Hifsig |

9. Delineate the key factors that have shaped the evolving political landscape in Jammu and 10
Kashmir post 2019.
2019 & T STRY AR HIHR H d&eld TSTITdeh URGLT Sl YHTTAd i dTel YA SHRehi ol W@ifchd HIfoIT |

10. How far has been the National Human Rights Commission successful in achieving its 10

objectives? Comment.
UERT AT ATYHR AN AU IGAT bl U i H gl dch Ghel gl & ? fewoft Hifsig |

15-MARK QUESTIONS 12 questions
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Explain how Rawls used the liberal and egalitarian perspective to develop his concept of
distributive justice.

e = U facRoTTeeh =UTg &t FTYRN o faehrd H IaRard! AR FHATATE! RN i v TehR IuiT foharn & ?
Ui FIFT |

"State does the greatest harm to mankind by destroying individuality, which lies at the
root of all progress.” Mahatma Gandhi. Elucidate.
“I A FAfFIHAT T Il ek HI-d FHIAT bl TR &1 T €, T ok &2 Faehre o1 amem €1 Heren it | ee

Hannah Arendt analysed a few categories of vita activa. Explain.

BT 3 A dieT Uferean il @ A0t a1 faserwor fomam o1 | Te SIS |

Explain how the slogan 'the personal is political' addresses the issue of women's
oppression and discrimination?

AT Bl AT ¢ | T6 -TRT [ohd UehR I ATl o LTHUT 3R HEHTG &l T(d hedl ¢ ? JUH ity |

Do you think that legitimacy acquired by consent or manufactured by indoctrination is
an essential element in maintenance of political rule? Justify your answer with relevant
examples.

T 3T T ¢ foh Tehtd T UTed derdT 3TeraT HaRauT ¥ [Afd dedr Tt A &l 917 3@ & [T Ueh a8
T 8 ? 3T IR bl UG Ia6L0T o GIRT TE |

Karl Popper presents a defence of the open society against its enemies. Elaborate.
et U ol THTST ol ST GRFHT o eItk Ueh 94T Ud ahed ¢ | faear & aarsd

There is a debate on the procedure for appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner
and Election Commissioners to the Election Commission of India. Analyse its various
aspects.

R & fafes 3w & g 919 e Td IH1a gl sl Fgfaa 1 dieht Ueh 989 et 1 €1 33 faf i vgagait
&1 fasatuor I |

The recent developments in Indian Politics has not eroded the true spirit of federalism in
India. Critically examine this statement with the help of appropriate examples.

IR T H 21t # gU uRRad=i 4 Jeare T 1e-T s vRa & e 78 89 far 81 29 e o1 wqa Seeol
BT STTeTaTeHeh YI&T0T hifoly |

Caste remains a vital axis for political mobilisation in India. How would the caste census
address the aspirations of people? Discuss.

HRA H ASHI{es Hishadl o i ST Tob Hecaqut 43 S+ g2 & | ST STRTUHT ST ehl SATehTeTTaTl bl vl IR et ?
faa=m RfST |

With reference to Nehruvian perspective of planning and economic development,
examine how the early phase of economic planning in India has laid the foundation of
modern India's economic growth.

TRIETUT <hIToTY feh fehd Weh ATSHT Ud 3ATfeieh faentel o e ®ardl giEehivr 3, YR # 3Tfeieh s & armieses =R H,
AT YA o SATF faehre ol ia STt of |
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21.

22.

Examine the constitutional provisions and nature of advisory jurisdiction of Supreme 15
Court of India. Evaluate your answer with relevant examples.

WA Fdied 1T o HeTedhTdl SEhR Sl Yehfd q&T HaeTi-dh WAL o1 URIeT HITT | U= IR Al T
JETEXT GRI Hediehe! hifT |

[Mlustrate with examples how political parties in India have played a crucial role in 15
drawing the historically disadvantaged groups into the mainstream political system.
HITE0T GHEATSY foh fohg UepR W H Tswifden gt A Ufderiaess ¥u & dfad avf ot Torifd 1 qeremn & &

HEeot et e 21

20-MARK QUESTIONS 6 questions

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Provide a comparative analysis of behavioural and institutional approach to the study of 20
political theory.

TeTifes fAgid & Heaa 3 FagRaTd! Ud HATaT IUTTH & eI [dseuuT iy

The foundational base of western democracy has been shaped by Locke's ideas of 20
constitutionalism, freedom and property. Elucidate.

Tieh hl GIAYTETE, TIdT Ud T chl STTLROT F Uit efiehdt &l 31T fearm 7 &1 gui hifSe |

What is the Marxist and liberal approach towards the state? On what grounds the 20
theoretical differences between them are premised? Explain.

Y T ATFHATE] Ud IeRaTe) TR T8 ? Sl o s & Agifdeh 3w foheT SRl T TG & ? WA STy

Parliamentary committees are indispensable to the legislative process. It provides for the 20
opportunity for cross-pollination between the two chambers of the Parliament. Discuss.

Tadta afafaar faumdt ufsran & g et &1 a8 968 & QA1 9! o a1d UREeh TINTOT (ShiE-Uifei-e) & ae

e et & | faaes RIS |

Enunciate the impediments to women's participation in local governance in the process 20
of political decentralisation.

STITdeh faehehTuT Shl UfehaT B T ATE H Afgerel] chl Arfier st amemsii ol T HIfIT |

The decision to conduct Population Census-2027 has reopened the debate on delimitation 20

in India. Discuss its various aspects.
STEHEAT SATUET - 2027 R & Ui 3§ 9Ra # TREA IR 969 &l T § I & 0T &1 39 a9 ugqel w ==t
HIfT |
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