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POLITICAL SCIENCE & IR (OPTIONAL) — PAPER II

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2025

ASHITA foet U4 Siaefea dey (dehfedes) — u o 11

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/political-science/paper-2/2025.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 10 questions

1. Neo-liberalism lightened neo-realism's dark view of international politics. Comment. 10

F9-3GRATE A F3-JA1HA1E T HARAET TSI S STerhRAAT GEHIT ht T foa fewuft i)

2. Discuss the psychological approach to the study of comparative politics. 10
TG TSTHITA o T & fely Ata=T-e gleehior WX ==t gl

3. Explain the non-traditional security threats in the context of food and environmental 10
crises.

e U9 iaR0ity Tadi & e H IR-UReafies e Hehc] ol e Shifog |

4. Comment on the Red Lipstick Movement in the context of feminist rights. 10

AT ATAHR o e H Tt ferufess stidie W fewuft Sifsrgl

5. Discuss the political socialization of open and closed societies. 10
ol AT T AT H AT {Tcieh THTSHERTUT Sl T hIfarg |

6. Historical ties between India and Japan grew into a 'special strategic and global 10
partnership'. Comment.

YR 31X S & S Ve day e 'fadiy wrifae ik afes argierd & aga v &1 feuqoft Hifsiw)

7. Would you agree with the contention that India's inclination to lean on a 'more 10
aggressive hyper-realist posture' has gained a new momentum in the aftermath of the
Pahalgam terrorist strike? Comment.

T AT 30 qoh O WeAd & 1o HRA o AT ATehTHe Afaareredard! (gem-Ratfere) gfewor & ufd gee 3 ugarm™
STTehdTel BHel & a1 Ueh 7 TTid UTed & ot &2 fewquft hifsra

8. For India, a multipolar world order would also mean a multipolar Asia. Comment. 10

A & [ Ueh agydta fass saaee o1 31ef Ues Sgydta UiRian &1 g ot g feuquft sl

9. China's growing footprint and a tangible shift in power dynamics in Bangladesh has 10
weakened India's leverage in Dhaka. Comment.
= & Fgd UHTT SR FireTie H AfdTdl & Sqa § 93 S5aTd + STl § HRA & THTd i AR fohdT 8| feuoft
EIEI
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10.

15-MARK QUESTIONS

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Does the Non-Aligned Movement have any future in the wake of India's growing
indifference towards it?

A ol T[EfARUSTAT o Ul Sgdl ISTEHHAT 3 sta o T[eHTU el JATGIeT o hig Hid=T 82

Transnational actors have qualitatively transformed the world by the way of their fresh
insights and actions. Illustrate your answer with suitable examples.

TGS AT = U TG TGS IR HTAT ok ATLAH F AT I TOTHS ¥ 95 1SAT & | 3T IR 6l Iugara
IR0 F TE HIfoTy|

The withdrawal of the United States of America from the World Health Organization is
set to have far-reaching impacts on global health. Reimagining the existing WHO is vital
for the global health agenda. Discuss.

fas1 TaTees Wi ¥ SYaR ST AHARGHT & & ST 9 df e el W qIHI THTd AT [iSd &1 #iS[er sscgo Tdo 3o
Y QT AT A TR Tote & forg Hewaguf 1 e Hifvr

How successful has the 'ASEAN Plus Three' been in addressing regional problems?
Support your answer with specific examples.

&I TEEATeTl T T e § S e off' fohd 88 o el 6T &7 X ISTER0I gIRT 370+ ITR hl Fardid
EASI

Global South-sensitive model of globalization would prevent the danger emanating from
overcentralized globalization. Discuss.

FofiereuT o1 af e gfeyur-gagaeite ufaam, tfa-shfed defteneur & e &l A | faaemT ShiferT

India maintains strong ties with countries that will assure a free and open Indo-Pacific
and guarantee greater connectivity with rest of the world. Analyze.

HRA 3 ST & AT Aolgd Ty 1Y WA & Si1 Ueh s 3R el Gel-Uiithes GHTHd T 3R AT o arent feedi
& T JEAX HUeh ol TRl il | fasewor hifsrg |

"Trump's return to the White House is a jolt to push the European Union to invest in its
own defence and economic and technological revival." Comment.

“ZH] ol R3¢ BI3Y H aTud! AU T ol AU T8I T 311k AR dehrilenl JTEGR H A & o qard & filg U
Frea g1 fewoft HifSig

Collective security and responsibility to protect (R2P) are similar but different in scope,
goals and methods. Explain.

aTfeeh GReM AR Rew i forderdt (R2P) WA € foheg e, @ear qenm ugfa & fo €1 wmemsy|

Trump's unilateral imposition of reciprocal tariffs on scores of countries poses
impending threat to the future of the rule-based multilateral global trading system under
the WTO. What options do the WTO members have to salvage the organization?

THI GIRT 3 G211 TR Uohaith! UREIRE e TR STHT Ssedo Slo 3o ohl fHam-armaiia aguefiy dfes samur saawen
& Wfds Sl GHITAd @1 UgaTdT 81 Ssego Clo 3o & HEHT & UTH TG ol T2 & -4 fddhed Iuered 87?
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19.

20.

21.

22.

20-MARK QUESTIONS

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

The tariff threats have pushed India and the European Union closer. Evaluate the India-

EU partnership.
SR T gATRAT 4 AR AR AT T hl B o1 faal €1 HRd T o Jo hl HISIGRI &l Hedieh iy

NonAlignment 2.0 underscores India's unique aspiration to emerge as a site for an
alternative universality. Comment.

TCRUETAT 2.0 XA ol IIET HTHTeTT Tl IR HYAT ¢ 1o 9 Ueh dehicieh drendT ol &I o | fewguft i

Discuss the potential role India can play in initiating a possible phase of trilateral
economic engagement among India, China and Nepal.
R, I 3R T o 7ed Buafia nfefe Jgra & Triad 9307 Sl YRA e § YR i fHeT IR 94f Siferg |

Discuss some of the key drivers of India's new interests in Africa which might help in
developing long-term comparative advantage over China.

HTRA <l TVhIEHT o UTd =18 BT o 6 H& HRUN R IdT hITog il o THG | = o rdel Ja-iete ard faefad
A H T 8l gahd

The world currently has been in the throes of a twin process of 'democratic backsliding'
and 'democratic backlash'. How would you explain this paradox?

FAH fad Al Ta-' T "dehdiisieh Uiafshar i et Wishar 9 ToR 6T &1 3T 39 e s &l ol
HHTE?

Latin America has made moderate success in countering US-led global economic order by
forming various organizations emphasizing regional sovereignty, economic integration
and alternative development. Discuss.

&SI GRS, ATffeh SrEuadl iR dehfedes faehrd TR et & aTet fafS TTeHI ohl TATUHT & YR W wfe sRen 3
Jo THo o ~Iqd H TTIUT ATk HATFh TawT 1 fadhed Teqd Fe- H HITHd SohardT T &1 €| =i STyl

India continues to invoke its time-tested policy of strategic autonomy vis-a-vis both the
United States of America and Russia by rejecting US' offer of mediation on Kashmir issue
and by refusing to criticize Russia in its ongoing war against Ukraine. Comment.

HRA AT THY-TRIEA T STEHRAT i T ST o IHRT T $F 1 o a1 el 7 S 3@ §U
FHIHR g T Jo THo I HLATIAT & TEATd ol AR HAT & qUT bl o T ToAd g o [o1q $F hl AT el
J HR w8 | fewoft Hifsiw)

Of late, centrist and centre-left political parties have been facing setbacks while centre-
right parties have been in ascendency the world over. Comment.

BT o qHA B hegardl 37 ardelt TeTifaen aall ol STThedTaT T TTHHAT T US W8T €, STafoh gfayordeft g fasy s
T 9¢d gifid o | & fewoht Fifg |

Critically analyze the different phases of India's foreign policy since independence. How
justified, do you think, is S. Jaishankar's classification of the current phase as the phase of
‘energetic diplomacy'?

AT o q1G VR fager ifd 3 fafera 9ol ot sreiarTeTe fasdwor HfS) U FTaR THo STt gRT 9=
TROT T "Hih Ferld’ & TR0 & €U § Fieher foha=1 3fd 872
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28.

India's reluctance to perceive any 'existential threat' inevitably made the multilateral 20
path to nuclear security a 'default option' until it decided to cross the nuclear Rubicon in

1998. Identify and analyze some of the major reasons behind this shift in India's position

on the nuclear question.

WA & Tl off bR & ' el @y’ ol Qe ol AT A AfdTd €U 8 UIATY] &1 & qguelid /i &l U

"fewhice fasred a1 o o1 519 de foh 38 1998 H UATY] Feehi= &l UR - &1 HUfg el foram o) uAm] us 1)

WRA ! TR & 30 URadH & $© THE HRUI ol Tgd q faseor Siferg |
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