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SOCIOLOGY (OPTIONAL) — PAPER1

UPSC Civil Services (Main) Examination, 2025
TSI (Jhfcds) — g us [

Time allowed: Three hours Maximum marks: 250

The questions of this paper in English and Hindji, grouped by marks (the printed paper numbers them Q1 to Q8;
candidates answer five, with Q1 and Q5 compulsory). Read them with model answers and notes at
swaadhigam.com/pyq/optional/sociology/paper-1/2025.

10-MARK QUESTIONS 16 questions

1. Is the social stratification theory gender-blind? Elucidate. 10
T AT TR &l TG wifiieh €U & 341 82 WE HIfg|

2.  What is the relationship (similarities and differences) between sociology and history in 10
terms of their area of study and methodology? Discuss.

G- AR Ugld & Feuf § FHSITE 3R Sfder & Hem o e (FHEaTd e fafeeand) @2 faeee S

3.  What is common sense? How are common knowledge and sociology related to each 10

other? Explain.
T Jfg, FT &2 T A AR TATSIRIE Th-ga8 4 i Fa(d &2 ST iy |

4. Can Merton's reference group theory be relevant in understanding 'identity making' in 10

digital world? Explain.
1 fefrea fasg & "ugam fAmfor o6t gwem & 77 o1 dew T fagra urdifiies 2 dahdr 8? =me Sifsg|

5. What is a variable in social research? What are their different types? Elaborate. 10
TR ST § 9% &1 £ Sk fAf9d YehR o1 &7 faear & |wemsy|

6. What do you mean by reliability? Discuss the importance of reliability in social science 10
research.

fasraiarar & sy o wwerd 82 Attt faer sgaea | fasgiaar & wew i fademr sy

7. What is hypothesis? Critically evaluate the significance of hypothesis in social research. 10
YT T &2 AT AT § IURTIT o Hewd bl AT =TT Jedichd hIorg|

8. Does the structural-functionalist perspective on social stratification promote a status 10
quo? Give reasons for your answer.

T AT TR TR LT h-UehTa et UToed FUTfeAT ol Serar Sar 87 370+ 37% o fell hRuT 9d18T|

9. How does Weber's Verstehen address the objectivity-subjectivity debate in sociology? 10
TSI H deR 1 e [hd TR H TR SdT-ATdquRehdl GREd! sl TITed el 87?

10. In what way is the scope of sociology unique? Explain. 10

TS T [A9T-851 fohd ave F ifgdig 82 I i |
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20-MARK QUESTIONS

Critically analyze the sociological significance of informal sector in the economy of

developing societies.
faerrasiier TuTeTl it Srefemaw # ST &5 & THSITSIT He<d & AT {507 hifaT|

Do you think that the formal workspaces are free of gender bias? Argue your case.

T AU T & foh SHToaTies Sried diiles Yaiie 9 o &id &7 30 deh UKId ity

How can you assess the significance of social movements in the digital era? Explain.
1y fftea o & AT Salel o Hatd ol AThH hdl Y Tehd 6?2 TR STyl

To what extent can education and skill development be an agent of social change?
Critically analyze.

e vd Fira-faer forg diar de amnfSies afkad= &1 Ud ATedd a9 Iohd 62 eI [qeyur Hifsrg|

In what way does queer kinship challenge the traditional kinship system? Substantiate by
giving illustrations.

TR ATaerd o WerR UTRUTieh ATdeTdl e bl AT it 82 IETeR0T Sahd FHTTOIT hifary |

What is the nature of relationship between science and religion in modern society?
Analyze with suitable examples.

Yfres FHTST 7 AT 3R o o off Tvaw bl Uehfdl 3T &2 IUYRd IGTEL0M o A1 THeHT faseiwur SIfSrg)|
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Highlight the main features of historical materialism as propounded by Marx. How far is
this theory relevant in understanding contemporary societies? Explain.

AT g1 wfaaTied Ufdere sifaears i J&a faQidret R WerlsT ey | Tarrei STl o a9g # I8 fagra
fohg T qeh WA Ie 87 RS Shifely |

What is positivism? Critically analyze the major arguments against it.

TALTITE T &2 ST [5G W dah ohl ST [awoT iferg|

Compare capability deprivation approach with that of social capital deprivation in
understanding chronic poverty.

SreepTicieh =TT 1 THEIA § &7 3THTE URYER <hl T HTHTISe it 3Td uRied § iy

Are pressure groups a threat to or a necessary element of democracy? Explain with
suitable illustrations.
T G&Td HHE Alhd= o [e1Q Ueh Wl & I Uk AT dd ? IUGard 3aTedUNl oh 1Y AT hifaiq|

Give an account of the recent trends of marriage in the Indian context. How are these
different from traditional practices?

R FwaH H faare &1 syfaes vgiidl &1 faawor g1 3 wwRmTa ugfadl 9 ol 9= 82

What is science? Do you think that the methods used in natural sciences can be applied to
sociology? Give reasons for your answer.

Ta=IT a1 €2 AT SATURT AT & foh UTghfcien fa=iTT & JRINT <l ST aTett faferl ot FeTIemest & IudnT fohaT ST Fehdt
£7? 31U IR & GHYA H HROT TaT8Y|
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

What is sampling in the context of social research? Discuss different forms of sampling
with their relative advantages and disadvantages.

AT ST o Gaf 7 Fasi § 31a o awerd €7 fasi= & fafaa uredl o 3 arder o ol &1 & ary
EEEAIE

What would you identify as the similarities and differences in the elite theories of Mosca,
Michels and Pareto? Discuss their main/crucial issues.

HieenT, AL 3R U¥el & ATISTa avf o fagr=dl § Samarel R fafsmaret &t oma ford 9 § ugaril? a9 g1
forgall 9=t FIT

What do you understand by gender-based domestic division of labour? Is it undergoing a
change in the wake of increasing participation of women in formal employment? Clarify
your answer with illustrations.

fetTr-ammenfid =] -FavTsi & 1T o1 GHeTd 8 ? T U= ASHTR & &3 H Afeetiall ohl dgdl WRMGRT & hRuT

ZTH IS TEATT AT 7T 8?2 AT IR i IZER0T ST T HIfg|

How do theories of Marx, Weber and Durkheim differ in understanding religion?
Explain.

o ol THSH § AR, IR 3R gE T & g &y 97 82 e il

How do 'Civil Society Organizations' such as 'NGOs' and 'Self-Help Groups' contribute to
grassroot level social changes? Discuss.

"TIRE FHTST GG S "o Sfto Hlo' R 'Tad Herdl §Hg’ eRIdeiy WX U |G URadH ol @ | &8
ATEH F¥d 82 fad= ATl

What do you understand by sustainable development? Discuss the elements of
sustainable development as proposed in the UNDP's Sustainable Development Goals
Report-2015.

HYRUTY faehTa & 319 -1 GHETd 8?2 Jo Tro Elo Ulo Sl TR Sadwie Med RU1¢-2015 H Ydriad Herui
faerre & fargatt &t fad==r hifsTl
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